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VIEWED AS MENACE T0 CITY'S 
LIGHT PLANT; ASK PROBE OF 
WORK BY “OUTSIDE INTERESTS” 





Former State Senator Buser Sees Danger Of Default 
On Muscatine Municipal Light Plant Bonds; 
Ciher Opposition Is Increasing 





Controversy over 
Dam flared into a bitter fight 
again this week as the Iowa house 
of representatives, considered the 
bill which would legalize building 
of the development. Opponents of 
the scheme claimed it was simply 
a@ money making idea by a_ few 
promoters who planned to garner 
huge profits from an insignificant 
investment. Its supporters said it 
would bring much work to the 
Muscatine district and allow cheap 
electric power for this section. 

Meanwhile as the House foughi 
over the bill Tuesday, State Sen- 
ator Carolyn C. Pendray introduc- 
ed a resolution in the senate de- 
manding an investigation of trips 
made by legislators to Muscatine. 
She added that the expenses had 
been paid by “outside intcrests.” 
Mrs. Pendray asked appointment 
of a committee of five to investi- 
gate the trips and to determine 
who paid the expenses. 

It is known that state legisla- 
tors have been brought to Musca- 
tine on several occasions to dis- 
cuss the dam proposition, but no 
public announcement has been 
meade of these trips. Some of the 
dam’s cpponents contended there 
was an evident effort to keep se- 
eret all details of these visits to 
Muscatine by the state lawmakers. 

“During the session of the 44th 
General Assembly the legislature 
was flooded with an organization 
of paid lobbyists in an effort to 
secure the passage of the amend- 
ment,’ Former State Senator J. 
D. Buser of Conesville declared 
in a statement to the Free Press. 

Who Paid? 

“During . the present session 
the tactics were changed from 
paid lobbyists to group trips of 
members of the legislature who 
were taken down to Muscatine 
free of charge, dined at the Mus- 
catine Hotel where a set program 
of propaganda was indulged in for 
the express purpose of influencing 
the members of the legislature, 


' and their action upon the pro- 


posed amendment. 

“I do not undertake to say who 
furnished the money to defray the 
expense of these trips to Musca- 
tine and the cost of food and ac- 
eessories furnished the legislative 
guests. However, it is quite ap- 
parent that some individual group 
ef individuals or organization as- 
sumed the obligation of paying 
the bills.” 

Danger to City Plant 


Mr. Buser also warned that the 
project would endanger the Mus- 
catime municipal electric plant. 

“Assuming for the purposes of 
analysis that the project is au- 
thorized by the General Assem- 
bly,” Mr. Buser said. 

“What effect will it have upon 


the Moscow? 


Muscatine as a municipality? The 
enterprise must be financed. Men 
who furnish capital for large en- 
terprises are exacting. They wili 
analyze the power possibilities of 
the project and find them satis- 
factory. analyze, specifications for 
construction and find them cor- 
rect. But the final and most im- 
portant question will be where are 
your contracts for sale of power? 
Unless these are forth-coming the 
project will not be financed. 

“It is of vital interest to the 
citizens of Muscatine to . know 
where the power output of the 
Moscow Hydro-electric plant is 
going to be sold. Is it going to 
be sold in Muscatine in competi- 
tion with your Municipally owned 
plant? If it is, your municipally 
Owned power plant can not com- 
pete with the discriminatory rate 
ef the Moscow power plant will 
offer Muscatine. If the Muscatine 
municipally owned plant is de- 
stroyed, the users of current in 
Muscatine will be at the mercy of 
the privately owned power com- 
panies as soon as that is accomp- 
lished. The Municipally owned 
plant will be compelled to default 
upon its bonds. The public spir- 
ited citizens of Muscatine who 
purchased the bonds as a patriotic 
duty will find themselves owning 
something of no value as_ the 
bonds are not a lien upon the tax- 
able property of the municipality 
but can be paid only from the 
earnings of the municipally own- 
ed plant. 

“Commercialize Nature” 


“The promoters of the Moscow 
hydro-electric project are seeking 
to commercialize nature’s gifts to 
humanity. The promoters. are 
making every effort to secure leg- 
islation that will give to them in- 
dividually something of inestima- 
ble value that belongs to all the 
people of Iowa. They do not in- 
tend to pay a cent for it. It is to 
be a gift that contains within it- 
self the possibilities of millions of 
dollars of profit to the promoters. 

“The promoters’ engineer esti- 
mate the project will cost more 
than $18,000,000.00. They write in- 
to the bill a provision whereby by 
complying with certain conditions 
the state of Iowa can re-purchase 
the completed project by paying 
cost of construction including 
costs of promotion. Stated terse- 
ly the General Assembly proposes 
to give away something of ines- 
timable value for nothing and 
then by the instrument of convey- 
ance provide that if the state 
wants the thing back that they 
gave away for nothing, the state 
must pay more than $18,000,- 
000.00 for it. An exceedingly thin 
legislative salve to ease the con- 





science of the guilty legislators 
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THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY 


Because of Thanksgiving, this 
week’s issue of the Free Press is 
printed on Wednesday. 





who vote for the project and thus 
betray the people of Iowa, more 
especially the people of Muscatine 
and Louisa counties. 

“The Moscow hydro-electric 
project is one of inestimable value. 
It belongs to the people of Iowa 
and the State. If the project is 
ever developed it should be de- 
veloped by the state and the im- 
mense profits of the project re- 
vert to the state and it’s people. 
The members of the General As- 
sembly who vote to make a gift 
of this valuable power project to 
individuals are betraying the 
state of Iowa and its people.” 

State Representative Elmer A. 
Johnson of Cedar Rapids during 
debate in the House Tuesday al- 
so stressed the small capitaliza- 
tions of the controlling company 
with its proposed $18,000,000 de- 
velopment. 

Ficod Menace 

Speaking of the subsoil over 
which the dam development would 
be made saying it was not sub- 
stantial enough to support the 
dam and would likely result in 
“another Johnstown flood with 
its death and property loss.” 

“Look at this corporation which 
is incorporated for $10,000 yet 
proposes to spend $18,000,000,” 
Johnson asserted. “Where is the 
money to come from? The present 
promoters will sell it to another 
company and then that company 
in turn will sell bonds.” 

Then, the Linn county repre- 
sentatives added, the state would 
later probably take over the dam 
project with the consequent loss 
of bondholders and more addition 
to county homes for the poor. 

The house Tuesday debated al- 
most two hours on the bill, final- 
ly postponing further considera- 
tion until today (Wednesday), 
but with pressing tax matters, it 
was thought a final vote on the 
project in the house might not 
come until next week. 

State Senator E. R. Hicklin of 
Muscatine and Louisa counties 
and State Representative B. L. 
Metcalf of Muscatine county are 
backing the bill in their respective 
branches. Mr. Metcalf in the 
Tuesday debate stated no bill in 
recent years had been so attacked 
as the Moscow dam measure 
which he described as ‘clear and 
honest.” He added that no stock 
had been sold in the promotion as 
yet. 

Representative John J. Jenkins 
of Columbus Junction said the 
dam would be a perpetual danger 
to the people living below it. He 
claimed to have petitions signed 
by hundreds of Wapello county 
residents protesting against the 
dam. 

“It is not a flood control meas- 
ure and further for much of the 
year, the river below the dam will 
be dry,” Mr. Jenkins said. “There 
would-be no definite boundary 
lines on the lake to be created by 
the dam and it would be condu- 
cive to an _ increased health 
menace. . 

“You may have a legal but I 
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CITY MANAGER PLAN STARTS 
MUSCATINE POLITICAL FIGHT 





C. C. F. Brandt Says Will Cost $900 To Force Election 
And Probably Another “Five To Ten Thousand” 
For Campaign; Charges Secret Backers 





‘A spirited battle over the pro- 
posed city manager plan of gov- 
ernment for Muscatine broke out 
this week following circulation of 
petitions calling for an election 
en the proposal. C. C. F. Brandt, 
304 Burnside avenue, Muscatine, 
in a letter to the Midwest Free 
Press charged that the circula- 
tion of the petitions would cost 
$900 and that probably another 
“five to ten thousand dollars” 
would be spent in the pre-election 
campaign by ‘secret forces’ be- 
hind the plan. 

Mr. Brandt’s letter follows: 

“Who are the secret forces fi- 
rnancing the circulation of the pe- 
titions for the City Manager Plan 
of Government for Muscatine? 


“C. H. Spaethe in a communica- 
tion in the Muscatine Journal on 


* Monday, November 27, 


says, “The 
writer assures all responsibility for 
the effort to bring before the citi- 
zens of Muscatine a change in our 
system of government; We are 
working for the interests of Mus- 
catine.” 

“Ist. What interests of Muscae 
tine are they working for? 

“2nd. Who are “We” that ne 
mentions in his communication? 

“3rd. Who are furnishing the 
money to pay the cost of circu<- 
lating the petition and expenses 
of election campaigners? 

“4th. Why tell people that the 
City Manager Plan will reduce 
city taxes when it will open the 
gates to double our ‘axes? 

“5th. Why tell people that it 
is a good business form of govern- 


| Please turn to pase fifteen 








Stevens Sentenced 
To Jail But Goes 
Free On His Bond 


CHICAGO —:Ernest J. Stevens, 
creator of Stevens Hotel, was 
sentenced by Judge Michael Fein- 
burg Monday to one to ten years 
in the penitentiary on his convic- 
tion of embezzling $1,308,463 from 
the Illinois Life Insurance Com- 
pany. He was former vice presi- 
dent of the insurance company. 

Stevens was given sixty days to 
prepare an appeal and Stevens 
remained free on bond. 

The remaining cases of em- 
bezzlement and conspiracy against 
Stevens and his father, James W 
Stevens, were stricken with leave 
to reinstate, on motion of the 
state. The ove indicated that 
the elder Stevens, now very ill in 
his home, will never be brought to 
trial. The charges against Ray- 
mond W. Stevens, brother of the 
defendant, who committed suicide 
shortly after his indictment, were 
abated because of his death. 








right to vote away the rights of 
the people.” 

Representatives Charles J. Zyl- 
stra of Hawarden and J. E. Crav- 
en of Kellogg, spoke for the bill, 
Mr. Zylstra being successful in ob- 
taining house approval to an an 
amendment which would allow the 
state three per cent of the gross 
income of the dam. 

Miner Opposition 

Alf Hjort, secretary-treasurer of 
district No. 13, United Mine 
Workers of America has. also reg- 
istered protests against the hydro- 
electric project. On Monday he 
sent telegrams to state senators 
and representatives declaring the 
dam would “adversely affect Iowa 
coal consumption at Washington, 
Ia., Des Moines, Ottumwa, Center- 
ville and other towns where power 





don’t think you have a moral 


“SAY YOU SAW IT EIN THE FREE PRESS” 


Please turn to page sixteen 
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Thursday, Nov. 23 
WASHINGTON — Secretary of 
Agriculture Wallace revokes lie 
censes of three independent 
dairies. 
Friday, Noy. 24 
CHICAGO — Dr. Alice Wynee 
koop confessed shooting of her 
daughter-in-law, Mrs, Rheta 
Wynekoop while git! was under 
anesthetic. 
NEW YORK — Ai Smith says 
he favors a return to the old gold 


standard. “I am for gold dollars 
as against baloney dollars,’ he 
declares. 


Saturday, Nov. 23 

CHICAGO — Earle Wynekoop 
“confesses” killing of his wife, but 
police say his confession an effurt 
to save his pet cg 

MATANZAS, Cubs, — Five fore 
mer army officers shot to death 
by mob in post revalutionary riote 
ing. 

WASHINGTON — Senator 
Borah, old line Resublican, an« 
nounces support of President’s 
monetary campaign challenging 
opponents, particularily Al Smith, 
to suggest something better, 

Sunday, Nov. 27 

CHICAGO — Stove kK; crag unions, 
vote to strike Monday 
policies. 

Monday, Nov. 27 

CHICAGO — Stockydrds in 
confusion as whitecollar workers 
and officials strive io de work of 
6,000 strikers. ’ 

Tuesday, Nov. 28 

CHICAGO — Proposed settle. 
ment refused by 8800 striking 
stockyards workers. Their ranks 
are increasing. Yards fire causeg 





$75.660 damage. 
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TILL AT IT—the bankers are 

still going to jail and it looks 
like there will be more of them 
there before long. You may not 
see a great deal about it in other 
papers, but in almost every issue 
of the Free Press there are articles 
telling of bankers going to jail or 
how narrowly they escaped going 
there—sometimes it’s funny — in 
one part of a newspaper will be a 
big article about some poor fel- 
low going to jail for a couple of 
years for stealing. bread or a 
small amount of money needed to 
buy absolute food necessities for 
his family and next to it will be 
another article showing how a 
banker got away with hundreds 
of thousands and got sentenced to 
from one to more years—general- 
ly that means one year for the 
banker. 


AMINE may threaten the land 
because of the policy of cut- 
ting acreage before we know how 
much of a cut can be safely made 
some of the experts are already 
figuring the possibilities of bad 
weather and other dangers. to 
crops—Walace should know what 
was pointed out last week that it 
does not make much difference 
about the size of acreage, it all 
depends on the weather — food 
shoriages are never anticipated a 
year ahead say the experts and 
they are rigcht—weather will de- 
termine next, year if we have to 
import wheat for bread. 
NRY WALLACE now says he 
um. may force the farmers who 
“not voluntarily sign his acre- 
B-cutting plan agreement to do 
as he says—what does he think 
he-is Czar of the farmers — he 
should remember the farmers 
elected the man who appointed 
Henry and the farmers have some 
rights — compulsion to make a 
fafmer cut his crops when people 
are hungry — never!—but that’s 
what Wallace says might happen 
in a speech at Chicago. 
WELVE MILLION DOLLARS 
—that’s what the “insiders” 
made in one deal—a secret deal 
as brought out by the senatorial 
committee investigating some of 
the big banking combines at 
Washington—those who made the 
12 millions didn’t put up a, penny 
—meanwhile the poor stock mar- 
ket suckers were getting fleeced 
just like business men and farm- 
ers are geiting fleeced today—it’s 
a great system—if you’re on the 
inside—and there were several in- 
side on the Sinclair Consolidated 
pil stock market deal—one of the 
mysteries of the deal was why 
$300,000 was allowed to a man ap- 
parently a competitor of boys who 
engineered the whole deal—there 
is no mystery to that—those fel- 
lows stick together when it comes 


to making money—there are a’ 


lot of deals just as bad in Mus- 
catine’s history—the Iowa avenue 
gang stuck pretty well together 
too and are still sticking together 
—can’t you see it? If you can’t 
you must be very trusting or very 
—well something else—probably 
the Muscatine gang think ‘“‘what’s 
the use of.giving a sucker a break, 
the suckers don’t know the differ- 
ence or if they do they don’t say 
anything about it’—but they will 
know the difference if they read 
“The Throttle” because it tears 
away the masks of the Iowa avenue 
gang and holds them up to public 
view for what they are—cheaters 
of widows and erphans—robbers 
of the poor and grafters just as 
bad as any New York financier. 


Someone should be punished for 
the neglect of the public’s wel- 
fare during the past two months 
of the Century of Progress in Chi- 
cago. 

The American Medical Associ- 
ation headquarters are in Chi- 
cago, the Cook County Medical 
Society is in Chicago, the major- 
ity of Chicago doctors are mem- 
bers of the A.M.A.—still instead 
of annoying or molesting or hurt- 
ing the business of the Century of 
Progress which was prompted for 
private gain, they permitted a dis- 
ease to wage without one attempt 
to stop it until after the fair 
closed. 

Can there be any greater con- 
viction of their principles in pro- 
tecting capital ahead of life? 
What care they for the death of 
millions as long as they do not 
act to stop a dollar coming into 
the coffers of those who assist 
them financially? 

If the doctors of Chicago had 
reported to the United States 
Health Department and if that 
department were not filled with 
A.M.A. member doctors, then the 
public would have been informed 
to KEEP AWAY FROM CHI- 
CAGO on account of amebic dy- 
sentery which KILLS. 

They permitted over 100,000 
people from all parts of the United 
States to become exposed to the 
disease rather than give notice for 
them to stay away. They possi- 
bly feared that if they gave notice 
the promoters of the Century of 
Progress would jump on them. 

Surely life should be held above 
the almighty dollar. 

The press of America is equally } 
to blame. They knew the condi- 
tion but refused to make mention 
of it until after the fair was over. 


We cannot trust doctors of the 
A.M.A. Time and time again 
they have proven by. their falla- 
cies, their actions and catering to 
the Wall Street group that it is 
the dollar they need in their bus- 
iness and they consider it unbusi- 
nesslike to place any obstacle in 
the path of the mofiey gang for 
fear it will hurt thei¥ own pocket 
books. It does of g@urse, because 
doctors earn when’ péeple are sick. 

If there is no sickness’ they 
starve. Therefore maybe no one 
can blame them for trying to 
make a living. A, good doctor 
does not have to do that. however. 

Now with thousands exposed to 
the disease that kills, they will 
have plenty of work all over the 
country. They waited until the 
fair was over, then sent out thou- 
sands of letters to names they 





Dr. C. L. Hartman, Opt. D. 


Eyes Examined Scientifically 
Glasses Fitted Properly 
128 East Second Street 

Second Floor 





Millar Storage Co. 
CRATING—SHIPPING 
We can save you money 


on small or large western 
shipments. 


309 E. 6th St. 
—Phone 148— 





Dr. 
Joseph G. Johnston 
Chiropractor 
308 Hershey Bldg. 





NORMAN BAKER SAYS SOMEONE SHOULD 
BE PUNISHED FOR SUPPRESSING NEWS 
OF DANGEROUS EPIDEMIC IN CHICACO 


By NORMAN BAKER ase registered in the Chicago 





hotels telling them if they felt 
sick to see a doctor. Fine busi- 
ness for the doctors, but a trick 
that should be severely handled 
by the Department of Health of 
the United States. That depart- 
ment will not do anything how- 
ever about it because they are 
members of the same A.M.A. 

As the matter stands, hundreds 
will die no doubt, over 20 already 
dead including one of America’s 
well known ladies, “Texas 
Guinan.” She died on account of 
ignorance of her doctors. They 
operated for ulcerated colitis when 
any ordinary drugless doctor 
would have cured her with a good 
proper physic and manipulation 
as any one could do who had a 
child’s knowledge of the ascend- 
ing colon and functions of the 
appendix. 

How long will the public con- 
tinue to leok UP to their A.M.A. 
family doctors after this continual 
disregard for the public’s health 
in their favoring the business of 
promoters? 


It is things like this that are 
driving the majority to drugless 
doctors so they may be led _ to 
heaith by nature and not useless 
drugs administered by the hands 
of organized doctors of the A.M.A. 
with greed foremost in their 
hearts. 


In another 100 years of such 
traitorous methods; the public will 
catch on and make a change. Too 
bad they are so slow to act. 





Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 





CARE FOR THE AGED 
Dear Editor: 

The old-age pension laws pass- 
ed by some of the states seem the 
most humane and _ progressive 
steps yet taken by capitalist legis- 
latures. 

A very large per cent of the 
people in insane asylums are 
there because their children, or 
other relatives too poverty strick- 
en to care for them. It is consid- 
ered a little less disgraceful to 
have one’s relatives declared 
mildly insane, and sent to an 
asylum than to have them sent to 
the poorhouse. And who of us, 
finding ourselves penniless and a 
burden on our children, could not 
become quite eccentric enough to 
be eligible to be sent off to an 
asylum? 

A sum as little as five dollars 
a month, paid to the relatives of 
the present inmates of public asy- 
lums and poorhouses, would prob- 
ably enable half of these unfortu- 
nates to return to private homes. 
They would be happier and better 
cared for, the crowded conditions 
in the public institutions would be 
relieved, and the burden on the 
taxpayers would be lighter. 

There are many thousands of 
families, probably millions, that 
are living on less than one dollar 
per week for each member. 

Americans, those who live by 
honest work, have a right to 
more than a job, bestowed or 
withdrawn at the convenience of 
some boss. They, as a matter of 
common honesty, should own the 
industrial equipment and _ the 
proceeds of their own labor. They 
have a right to as commodius and 
beautiful a home as the proceeds 
of their labor can provide, and 
that home should be free from 
paying tribute to any government. 
Public service, or government, is 
needed, but never at the sacrifice 
of homes, as at present. 

Huinanist, 
Peoria, Tl. 





BUSINESS LEADERS 
CALLED IGNORANT 


CHICAGO — The _ depression 
has “showed up% some of the 
country’s best minds. 

So much ignorance has been 
revealed, said President Walter 
Hullimen of the University of 
Delaware, that a new task faces 
the country’s colleges — that of 
bringing the best informed per- 
sons up to date again. ; 

“Bankers, business men, manu- 
facturers, lawyers and many col- 
lege professors have been found 
almost as ignorant as the general 
public of the principles underlying 
currency, banking, international 
debts and foreign investments,” 
he declared. 

“This ignorance has been one 
of the major clauses of our eco- 
nomic disorder.” 

He urged universities to turn 
their attention immediately to 
the problems current, in a “mass 
attack on ignorance.” 

“Citizens may at any time be 
called upon to vote on matters 
affecting the very foundations of 
our civilization,” he declared. 





CITY GOES BROKE 


A decision of the supreme court 
of West Virginia, that all munici- 
palities must pay their old debts 
before they can spend for current 
needs, brought Morgantown to its 
knees in good shape. Not only 
did it announce that it would 
have to suspend police and fire 
protection, street lighting and 
garbage and sewage disposal, but 
eight prisoners were let out of 
the jail because there was no 
food for them. That looks pretty 
nearly like the end of government 
in Morgantown. — From Golden 





ed. Bound in Lavender 


From the pen of Alvin Winston. 
Every parent and grown-up, 


Whoever Touches This Book, 


a, 


Touches A Man. 


Most books 


are dead books, dealing with , 


men or things or ideas completed and 
past. This is a live becok. It is the story, : 
down to this moment, of a man vibrantly 
violently alive, who has carved his wa 
repeatedly to high success, who has re- 
peatedly . battled, like a belated St. , 
Michael against dragons not fantasied in 
the minds of languid lackadaisical poets, 
but actually living in gross horridness up- 
on the health, the lives, the wealth and 
happiness, of hundreds, thousands and 
millions of actual living, suffering, dying 
men, *women and children. Order your 


copy now!. 


FACT STORY OF 


cloth. him. The same groups are 


The THROTTLE Normani Baker | 


480 startling, sensational, amaz- 


ing and instructive pages illustrat- marred his reputation, humiliated, ridiculed and kicked . 


doing the same to you, Read 


of them and open your eyes. ‘ 
A bare life story from stealing neighbors’ grapes, his 











should read it. An inspiration. Net 
theory, but bare facts proven step 
by step. Revealing data of an un- 
usual life’s experience requiring 
13 years and several trips across 
the continent. 

A story of pluck, courage, fool- 
ishness, determination and victory, 
concerning the individuals and 
groups who have throttled YOU. 
His enemies are YOUR ENEMIES 
—you will be delighted in reading 
of his efferts in your behalf. 

The man who refused to stay 
dewn—who bounced back like a 
rubber ball after the most power- 


ful interests wrecked his business, 
A BOOK THAT SHOULD 
STIR CONGRESS TO ACTION 


mother’s rooster—to facing the firing line of America’s |: 
greatest clique and pow2rs—and winning. The greatest 
one man fight ever waged. Favorite names are mention- 
ed—those who schemed, plotted, conspired and fell to 
lowest depths—who sold their honor for a price—who 
bit the hand that fed them. 

No other individual experienced such things but 
NGRMAN BAKER who rose from one year in High 
School to a Millionaire, 

Mail This Today! NOW! 
sos = = = coe cee es ee 
L] BAKER SALES CO., Muscatine, Iowa Date .ccsssssecece 
Send me a copy of “The Throttle,” bound in lavender. I enclosé 
] $1.50 for same. Mail prepaid, as soon as off the press, to 
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SUGGESTS CUT 
OF 25 PERCENT 
IN MORTGAGES 


WASHINGTON — _ Evidence 
t the Farm Credit administra- 
m plans to persuade mortgage 
rs to scale down their claims 
wroximately 25 per cent is con- 
pained in a communication sent 
all Federal Land banks, review 
ppraisers, land bank examiners 
y A. S. Goss, Land Bank commis- 
mer at Washington. 
Commissioner Goss’ lettér reads: 
“One of the chief concerns of 
2 Farm Credit administration. is 














prevent farm foreclosures and 

assist in placing the farmer in 
@ sound financial condition. This 

one of the primary purposes 
! which commissioner’s fund of 
$200,000,000 was made available. 

“We are confronted with the 

roblem of whether the amount 

hich can be loaned in individual 
eases by the land banks plus the 
gmount loanable by the commis- 
poner will be sufficient to serve 
is purpose. 
Suggests Compromise 

“In a letter to the president of 
each Federal Land bank, dated 
Oct. 24, 1933, the Land Bank 
commissioner has discussed cer- 
tain principles underlying loans 
by the banks and the commis- 
sioner. We wish to point out ex- 
pressly that if the principles set 
forth in that letter are accepted 
there wil) be a logical basis for a 
compromise, where that is neces- 
sary, between the farmer and the 
holder of any existing mortgage 
on his property. 

“A mortgagee who takes over 
the mortgaged premises is ordi- 
| aca interested in the present 
recovery value of the propérty 
and, if convinced that the land 

and the commissioner are 
loaning upon the basis of normal 
Values, the mortgage holder may 
More reasonably be expected to 
accept a settlement upon the basis 





lot 75 per cent of such values. 


May Be Profitable 

“We wish to point out that a 
settlement on this basis may mean 
as much realization as would re- 
sult from a forced sale of the se- 
curity after allowing for expenses 
of acquisition, operation and sale. 
In order to enable the farmer to 
effeet a compromise in such cases 
with his mortgage holder . there 
must be full recognition of nor- 
mal prices for farm products and 
normal conditions generally in 
both industry and agriculture.” 





FARMER JONES 
Dear Editor: 

The frantic running around of 
our capitalists, bankers and other 
parasites reminds me of a story 
about a farmer who had a large 
number of hogs. 

When he-went to feed them he 
would get his basket of corn and 
go out behind the barn and call 
them for their swill. After many 
years of hard toil the old farmer 
lost his voice. Then he trained 
his hogs to come for feed by 
knocking on the side of the barn. 

One evening his neighbor, 
Farmer Jones, was visiting them. 
They walked out to feed the hogs. 
Neighbor Jones noticed a bunch 
of hogs running at  break-neck 
speed across the hillside. A mo- 
ment later they came running in 
another direction at high speed. 
Neighbor Jones being so amazed 
asked what was the matter with 
the hogs. 

“Well,” said the old farmer in 
a low tone, “before I lost my voice 
I would call my hogs for their 
feed, and after I lost my voice [ 
trained them to come for feed by 
knocking on the side of the barn 
—and since those darned pecker- 
woods have gotten so thick around 
here knocking on every old dead 
snag, they have about run my 
hogs to death.” ‘ 

The predatory robbers of this 
country are running themselves to 
death trying to find a way they 
can continue their pillaging of the 
people. 

Farmer Jones, 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


SENTENCE LAWYER 
FOR HIS PART IN 
FAILURE OF BANK 


NEW YORK — Isidcr J. Kresel, 
noted lawyer, was sentenced Mon- 
day to a term of not less than one 
and a half years nor more than 
two and a half years in Sing Sing. 

Kresel was convicted on Nov. 15 
of aiding and abetting the misap- 
plication of funds of the Munici- 
pal Safe Deposit company, an af- 
filiate of the now defunct Bank of 
the United States; of which he 
was counsel and a director. 

The maximum which could have 
been imposed for the offense was 
three and a half to seven years in 
prison. He was convicted of the 
same crjme for which Bernard K. 
Marcus, president, and Saul 
Singer, executive vice president of 
the bank, are now serving terms 
of three to six years in Sing Sing. 





GENERAL JIM 
Postmaster General Jim Farley, 
who handles the patronage dis- 
pensing for the national adminis- 
tration, was a Hyde Park guest 
recently of the president. Present 
were a number of White House 
correspondents who concocted a 
little song on the spur of the mo- 
ment for the entertainment of all 
the guests which might be para- 
graphed by some apt lyricist to fit 
the spoils system picture in Wis- 
consin. The song is sung to the 
tune of “A Bicycle Built for Two,” 
and the words follow: 
“Jimmy, Jimmy, give me your 
answer, do. 
“I’m half crazy just for a job 
from you. 
“You won’t get a chance to lay 
off 
“Until you make the pay-off— 
“Oh, I'll look sweet in a cush- 


ioned seat 
“In a well-paying berth from 
you.” 








Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 


THE 9-FOOT CHANNEL 


Dear Editor: 

Recently the Midwest Free Press 
printed a letter from a gentle- 
man opposing the nine-foot chan- 
nel of the Mississippi. For some 
one living on the Mississippi he 
seems very shortsighted. Surely 
he must see that the nine-foot 
channel will be nothing but a help 
to the river communities. 

This region of the country long 
has been Known as the _ world’s 
breadbasket. But for years it 
has been an over-stufifed bread- 
basket, literally stagnating and 
going to waste because of inade- 
quate facilities for getting it to 
market. 

I need not remind anyone in 
the middlewest and northwest of 
this situation, which has made 
millions of tons of valuable com- 
modities worthless, because of de- 
pressed prices and because trans- 
portation rates, in many instances, 
have been greater than cost of 
producticn. 

And while these commodities 
have clogged warehouses or rotted 
in the fields, our river also has 
been going to waste, our main 
channel of commerce flowing idly 
along, when it might have been 
carrying a huge burden at ridicu- 
lously low cost. 

Now however, President Roose- 
velt’s national recovery program 
has blazed the trail out of the 
woods. The channel program is 
a logical part of federal public 
works. It is putting thousands of 
men to work, turning millions of 
dollars into legitimate trade 
channels. It has brought’ the 
‘world’s breadbasket’ to the river, 
which now is being harnessed to 
carry us step by step through 27 
locks and dams to world markets 
for economic recovery and pros- 
perity. The nine-foot channel 
gives our landlocked empire a 
‘new deal’ with the world, puts us 
on par with the seacoast cities in 
the use of the Panama canal, and 


marks the point of ascension in 
our economic fortunes. 
A Small Taxpayer, 





Muscatine, -Ia. 


SEES LITTLE aw 
FROM PROCESSING 
TAX FOR FARMERS 


“The first month’s operation of 
hog market under the processing 
tax is drawing to a close andthe 
situation shows little encouragee 
ment from the standpoint of the 
farmer, “H. A. Fowell, secretaty of 
the St.Louis Livestock Exchange, 
National Stock Yards, Ill, writes 
in a weekly report received by the 
Midwest Free Press. 

Powell adds: 

“There has been exceedingly 
heavy marketing of hogs East and 


West for the past two weeks, this . 


pressure of supplies being so great 
as to enable buyers to dominate 
the situation, with a result that 
prices during the current week 
dropped to the lowest level regis- 
tered in over six months. 

“A peculiar condition existing is 
that hogs for the past fortnight 
have been relatively cheaper at 
some of the Eastern markets as 
they have in St. Louis. This has 
had an adverse effect on the 
order demand from the Atlantic 
Seaboard. 

“However, the falling off- in 
order demand was more than off- 
set by increased buying of packers 
who obtained Government cone 
tracts for surplus relief pork. Ad- 
vices from many sections of the 
middlewest would indicate that 
there is pronounced liquidation of 
hogs under way at this time, by 
farmers who seek to avoid feeding 
the new corn crop, the price of 
which is now way out of line with 
the hog market.” 





SUCCESS AT LAST 


At last, one of Bertie Hoover's 
prophecies is coming true. 

If the Federal Emergency Relief 
Administration acts on the sug- 
gestion, 3u,vU0,000 lbs. of fowl will 
be given to tne unemployed, theres 





by putting a chicken in every pot. 





| _ BAKER SALES COMPANY AGAIN MANAGES 


1K-TNT OIL STATION 


‘ GLAD TO SEE OUR OLD FRIENDS ONCE AGAIN 


Drive to K-TNT 








}t’s been a long time since you heard Norman Baker’s 
familiar words “Hello Folks” from K-INT. Now you 
K-TNT is back with us. 


hear it again. 


{ BEST OILS 


BEST SERVICE 


OPEN DAY AND NIGHT- a 
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~ WHISKY CHEMISTRY 


May Cost The Whisky Makers Some 
‘ Of Their Future Profits 


One.of the biggest reasons why we had the 
“noble experiment” of prohibition in this coun- 
try was the greediness of. whisky makers and 


whisky sellers. They: were not satisfied with 
good profits, They tried to make and did make 
huge profits through having too many saloons, 
corrupting politicians to avoid excessive taxes 
and stifling competition. 

The public learned only a small part of the 
skullduggery by the whisky traffickers and mak- 
ers, but it was enough to help the coming of pro- 
hibition; 

History sometimes repeats itself. The 
whisky makers will be wise if they restrain their 
greed. 

The accepted and approved method of aging 
whisky has been to store it in charred wocd con- 


.taimers. In 1908 and again in 191], the Food and 


Drug Administration issued reports on the aging 


of whisky saying that charred wood whisky* 


barrels were essential to proper aging. Produc- 
tion at that time was three or four years ahead 
of distribution. The whisky interests did not 
fight the order. Requirements for “medicinal 


‘whisky” still call for four years aging in charred 


barrels. 

Now we are going to have legal whisky 
again. The supply is short. 

So what?-« 

Well, the ‘scientists ind the chemists are 
working. They usually work when the big 
whisky or big breakfast food or big manufactur- 
m2 interests need a little expert advice. 

, So the aging of whisky in charred barrels 
may no longer be required under federal regula- 
tiens for the manufacture of liquor. 

Why? 


Philadelphia chemists—yes Philadelphia is. 


in the state where Andy Mellon’s distilleries used 
to operate—have “discovered” that the charred | 
wood process adds no value to whisky except to” 
afiect its color. This color they added could be 
acitieved easily by simply adding proper color- 
ing material. Sure, just like the bologna manu- 
facturers are adding cereal for filler and color- 
ing material for the skin of bologna to fool the 
public: It may killa few bologna eaters or 
whisky drinkers, but what are a few lives com- 
pared to the advance of science? 

As for cutting down the dangerous fusel “a 
in whisky which used to be done by the charred 
varrel process, the chemists and scientists say 
that requirements as well as other factors of 
the process could be controlled by other means 
than four years of seasoning in barrels. 

Now.all this “science” and “chemistry” may 
be correct although it does seem strange that 
the whisky manufacturers would not have found 
put about it until their whisky supplies were fall- 
ing low. _ But they would be wise to go slowly. 

The brewers have already killed much of 
their trade by the sorry products they palmed 
off on the public after 3.2 beer became legal. The 
whisky malers will be foolish to make the same 
mistake. . 


IOWA REPUBLICANS 


A Little Family Fight 


Those wailing sounds becoming louder over 
the state of Iowa are the cries of the Republican 
wheelhorses seeking a gubernatorial candidate 
for 1934. Shattered in the 1932 election they 
can’t seem to agree. 





Unfortunately for the Republicans they are. 


split into at least two factions. The old die-hard 
clique still sticks to the fallacy that a reaction- 
ary like former Governor Dan W. Turner might 





hav e uae anae: Their idea of a comprom- 
ise candidate would be one of the other former 
Republican governors, W. L. Harding, Nate E. 
Kendall or John Hammill, any one of .whom 
would have about as much chance with the vot- 
ers-as the proverbial snowball in hades. 

The younger Republicans, closer to the pub- 
lic pulse, favor men like Edwin Manning, Ot- 
tumwa mayor or Robert W. Colflesh, federal 
district attorney at Des Moines. 

From present indications the Republicans will 
have an uphill battle with any candidate they 
select for 1934. If the doddering old dodoes in 
their ranks succeed in setting up a man so dis- 
credited as Turner, their cause will be hopeless. 


A NEFARIOUS TAX 


TO HELP THE RICH 


Last Thursday a bill was introduced in the 
House of the Iowa General Assembly to legalize 
a gross income tax. It would tax all persons and 
all businesses taking in or earning money in the 
state. 

Exemptions provided for in the bill include 
mutual corporations, educational, charitable or- 
ganizations and life insurance companies now 
paying a gross premium tax. 

It is the intention of the bill’s authors to 
raise enough to take care of all state expense, all 
fixed county expenses and school expense. A 





‘maximum of $35,000,000 will be raised, they 


claim. 
The schedule of the tax would be as follows: 
Wages and salaries, 14 of 1 per cent on first 
$1,000; 1 per cent on each additional $1,000 up 
to $5,000; 5 per cent on all above $5,000. 


Fees, dividends, interest and commissions, 


1 per cent on first $2,500; 2 per cent up to $5,- 


000; 4 per cent all above $5,000. 

Farming, jobbing, wholesale, manufacturing 
and mining, 14 of 1 per cent of the gross. 
Retailing, public utilities including transpor- 
tation, 1 per cent on gross. 

Strange as it seems the bill has the approy- 
al of the Farm Bureau. Its provisions would 
mean that for each $100 worth of farm products 
the farmer sells he would be taxed 50 cents. It 
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‘Twe Examples Of Folly 


Two American women celebrated their 
twenty-first bir ‘thdays last week by coming 
into control of gigantic fortunes. 

Princess Mdivani, who was’ Barbara, 
Hution until she married a princelet from 
the Asiatic side of the Caucasus Mountains, 
got $20,000,000 from the estate of her 
grandfather, F. W. Woolworth, founder of 
the “five and ten” stores. 

Doris Duke took over the main part of 
the estate left by her father, James B. 
Duke, the “tobacco king,” and estimated at 
from $50,000,000 to $85,000,000. 

It would be hard to find two more flag- 
rant instances of social folly. Probably 
neither of these young ladies ever earned a 
dollar; certainly they have not earned mil- 
lions. The benefits of such a system, even 
to the heirs, are more than doubtful. 

Miss Duke is known as the “poor little 
rich girl” because her fortune so far has 
seemed more a burden than a blessing; of 
Princess Mdivani it is enough to say that 
she has taken as her life partner one of the 

-“marrying Mdivanis” and that internation- 
al marriages in which a title is on one side 
and a huge fortune on the other have a 
high percentage of wrecks. 

Both fortunes come from industries in 
which the workers were poorly paid, and in 
the case of the Duke fortune, sweated for 
all they could bear. 

America does not allow the inheritance 
of political power. Then why should Amer- 
ica allow the inheritance of such blocks of 
economic power?—From Labor. 























Ww waa viet necessary a new tetca of public em- 
ployes snooping on the farmer, working man and 
business man. 

If the bill succeeded in raising $35,000,000 
who would be relieved of that much taxation 
through the workers, farmers and business men 
being taxed? 

The sponsors of the bill, Representatives 
Beswick, Strachan, Crouch and Felter, are opti- 
mists if they believe enactment of the law would 
mean that for every dollar collected by it, some 
other tax would be cut by a dollar. The history 
of all these trick taxes is that instead of being 
used to reduce other taxes, they are used for 
new expenditures. 

And if some of the proposed new taxes were 
used to reduce other taxation, whose taxation 
would be reduced? We suspect it would be the 
wealthy, the big corporations and those who are 
far better equipped to pay their present taxes 
than are the farmers and working men. 

Any state representative or senator who 
votes for the proposed gross income tax. bill 
should have a lot of explaining to do to his con- 
stituents who work for a living. 





Is College Education 
Of Any Value? 


The trouble with a lot of college educations 
is that they make misfit doctors, lawyers, edi- 


tors and such out of men who are in no way fit- : 


ted for the jobs they try to assume. In some so 
called “educational” institutions, those in charge 
are continually ruining young men’s careers by 
trying to fit round pegs into square holes. 
Herman Evans of Tom Green county, Texas, 
thinks he is a victim of such “education,” and 
wants something done about it. He has sued 
Southern Methodist University for $21,917, for 


fees, tuition, interest and alleged damages to his 


career as a student. 

He began his studies at the university June 
8,.1926, and since has attended five regular ses- 
sions and one summer school session. He charg- 
ed that the faculty had guided his course “for 
the sole purpose of*collecting from him such fees 
and tuition as they might require him to pay.” 

He alleged h@ had been switched “from one 
course to anothei” and that he was not permitted 
to graduate upon completion of 124 hours of 
work as agreed upon. 

If Green’s suit is successful we may expect 
to hear from a great many other college gradu- 
ates who cannotvunderstand why the learning 
they acquired is*of no value to them. 


FARM GOBBLERS 


Farmers Losing Their Land 





In 1923, corporations held less than 100 
tracts of farm land in Iowa. By December, 1932, 
their holdings had increased to 4,308 tracts, not 
including a large number of properties against 
which foreclosure proceedings had been started 
and which undoubtedly increased their holdings. 

Nearly one-half of this corporation owned 
land was held by insurance companies and was 
acquired through foreclosures. These figures 
are from indisputable state records. They show 
that the corporations last December owned out 
right at least seven per cent of the state’s fmm 
land. bad 

If. all the land owned by the corporations 


were placed in one section it would cover seven 


Iowa counties. 


This newspaper has previously pointed out’ 


the danger of such ownership through reducing 
farmers to peasants by the tenant farmer sys- 
tem. Absentee ownership is always a danger 
to civic responsibility. Russia saw the final out- 
come of that system. 

But there is anther danger. The civic 
minded, American spirited farmer who has man- 
aged to keep title to his own land is unable to 
withstand much more economic pressure. Event- 
ually he also will lose his land if farm conditions 
do not materially improve. 

But the great corporations holding. large 
reserves can use heir reserves to carry real es- 
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tate over a period of lean years and then profit 
on the investments when farm prices go up to 
their proper level. Meantime the corporations 
are gobbling up more land. To stop their seiz- 
ures a strict enforcement of mortgage morator- 
ium law is needed plus. a ban on land grabbing 
by the tax title sharks. 


WHY PUBLIC UTILITY 
RATES ARE T00 HIGH 


One of the schemes by which holding com- 
panies for privately owned public utilities are en- 
abled to make false increases in the valuations of 
their holdings was strikingly exposed by the fed- 
eral power commission this week. The commis- 
sion described public utility holding companies 
as “grave economic social perils,” adding that 
they called for “prompt corrective and preven- 
tive measures.” 

The indictment of the holding companies 
was contained in a unanimous commission deci- 
sion slashing some $800,000, including a $500,- 
000 service charge, from the claim of the Louis- 
ville, Ky., Hydro-Electric company that its power 
project on the Ohio river cost $7,829,000. 

The H. M. Byllesby company of Chicago, a 
holding concern, was the principal subject of the 
commission’s attack, but it was said to be typical 
of holding companies. . 

The particular legal point at issue was the 
$500,000 service charge by a wholly owned sub- 
sidiary of the holding company. The commission 
held that the charge was a simple transfer of 
funds from one part of the Byllesby structure to 
another and that this unreasonably increased the 
capital cost of the hydro-electric project and con- 
sequently rates to the public. 

Subsidiary to the Byllesby company, the de- 
cision said, were the subholding company, Stan- 
dard Gas and Electric company ; the wholly own- 
ed service company, known as the Byllesby En- 
gineer Management company ; the Louisville Gas 
and Electric company, Delaware, and finally the 
Louisville Hydro-Electric company. 

The commission said the principal officers 
of these companies were virtually identical, so 
that a charge by one against another reflected 
no independent opinion by any company. 

The management company charged the Hy- 
dro Electric company 714 per cent of the pro- 
ject’s cost as a supervisory fee, but the commis- 
sion held it was not proved this was an “actual 
jegitimate original cost.” 

Such a contract, declared to have been ar- 
ranged.by identical officers of the same compan- 
ies, was characterized “as one of the most insidi- 
ous, grievous, and obnoxious practice of the hold- 
ing company device.” 

The commission added it was “for the bene- 
fit of a private holding company, into whose 
treasury every dollar of the profits extorted 
from the operating company is syphoned through 





the holding company’s wholly owned service 
company.” 
“The undisputed evidence,” the decision 


continued, “shows that the Byllesby Service 
company—not a public utility, not subject to di- 
rect regulation by either federal or state author- 
ity—took charge of the affairs of the license for 
the project. 

“Tt prepared the application for the articles 
of incorporation; as licensee’s ‘agent’ it prepared, 
filed, and followed through to its granting the 
application to the commission for the project. 

“The financing, purchasing, construction, 
inspection, most of the accounting and all of the 
legal work were done for the licensee. These 
were not acts of benevolence but intruded serv- 
ices for gain. 

“Such a holding company dynasty—not ex- 
ceptional but typical—with its absentee owner- 
ship and management, :its sovereignty over far- 
flung dominions in many states, but subject to 
the direct jurisdiction of none, its authority 
centralized in a few strong hands, its ‘fee’ tax- 
ation without representation of the operating 
companies, is a grave economic and social peril. 

“It calls for prompt corrective and preven- 
tive measures. The crux of the problem is_ the 





present inadequacy of the law. State commissions 
and the federal power commission should be 
clothed with all regulatory jurisdiction possible 
over such holding and service companies.” 

Among the items rejected was $3,200 for a 
banquet for foremen and bosses and officials and 
citizens of Louisville. The commission said “a 
banquet is not an appropriate or proper part of 
the cost of a public utility project.” 

The power commission’s decision is of par- 
ticular interest to this section at present because 
of the Moscow dam project. There has been a 
surprising lack of information given to the pub- 
lic on the entire deal. Although it cannot help 
but influence our own electric power situation, 
there has been no public pronouncement by its 
sponsors which would serve to inform the public 
on just what is going on. 

These fictitious values of public utilities 
have long been a menace to just rates. Holding 
up their inflated balance sheets as false proof of 
their values, these utilities have gone before 
rate making and rate regulating bodies demand- 
ing that they be allowed “fair returns” on their 
investments. 

Just how a $3,200 banquet could be consid- 
ered an “investment” is too deep for the public 
utility user to understand. And this item is 
typical of public utility valuations and “ex- 
penses.” In other cases direct and indirect sub- 
sidization of newspapers, public officers and 
civic groups have been proved. 

The remedy for all this victimization of. the 
public is for our lawmakers to enact legislation 
which will bring out into public view the hidden 
transactions of these great holding companies. 
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LYNCH LAW 


If Good Policy Why Not 
Extend It? 


Governor James Rolph, Jr., of California is 
quoted as approving the lynching of two kidnap- 
ers and killers at San Jose. . 

“If any one is arrested for the good job (the 
lynching) I’ll pardon them all,” said Governor 
Rolph according to press dispatches. 

Secretly most of us may approve of the 
lynching as justified by the heinous crime. We 
are entitled to our personal opinion and so_ is 
Governor Rolph. But as a public officer sworn 
to uphold the law he is not entitled to flaunt the 
law. 

And if illegality to the point of murder is 
justified by the killing of one young man why 
should it not be justified in the punishment of 
other lawbreakers? Certainly ‘no one will deny 
that untold human misery, suicides, home 
wrecking and worse have been caused by un- 
scrupulous financial crooks. 

If we are to carry out Governor Rolph’s 
philosophy why not string up all our banking 
jackals, our thieving stock salesmen and all.the 
other gentry whose slick crookedness has en- 
abled them to cheat honest people of their life 
savings, make paupers out of working men and 
force decent women into horrors they never 
thought possible? 


LEGISLATIVE TRICKERY 


The Iowa house of representatives last Fri- 
day voted 88 to 5 to strike from its governing 
laws the rule requiring all bills to be placed au- 
tomatically on the calendar after remaining in 
committee for ten days. This means that cer- 
tain legislators not daring open opposition to 
some proposed laws, can avoid voting on them 
because the bills will never be called up for pas- 
sage or disapproval. 

This abuse of legislative procedure has been 
particularly evil through the sifting committee 
where bills have been killed by vote of a few 
men. Thus the bill cutting the interest rates on 
small loans passed the house last session with 
only eight opposing votes. Then it got stuck in 
the sifting committee where no action was taken 
on the bill—obviously a method of killing it 
without a direct vote of the senate. 











The small loan bill sponsors fought to 
bring the bill from committee. Although a one- 
half majority is necessary to pass a bill, it. re- 
quires a two-thirds majority to force a bill from 
the committee. A test vote shewed more than 
one-half the senate favored taking the bill from 
the committee, but not enough votes for the re- 
quired two-thirds majority. Thus a bill which 
was evidently favored by more than one-half the 
senate was not voted on and thus killed. 

Perhaps the 10-day rule was not wise: It 
might have clogged the House calendar. But 
the General Assembly makes its own rules or 
procedure. Its members should take steps to 
stop such obvious legislative trickery. 


“DOCTOR™ SPRAGL.. 


“Doctor” O. M. W. Sprague, special finan= 
cial adviser to the United States treasury, has 
resigned. He didn’t like the policies of President 
Roosevelt and said so. He has indicated that he 
will be a speaker for Republicans in their coming 
political battles against the President. 

“Doctor” Sprague at times has done several 
jobs for the American Bankers’ Association. 
Members of the American Bankers’ Association 
are now fighting the guaranty of bank deposits. 
He has also been of special service to the Federal 





Reserve Board which has been accused of being , 


much to blame for our economic distress. 

“Doctor” Sprague has also been employed 
by the Bank of England. J. P. Morgan and Com- 
pany is the fiscal agent for the Bank ‘of England 
in the United States. 

President Roosevelt should congratulate 
himself that “Doctor” Sprague has_ resigned, 
There is one mystery: why didn’t the “doctor” 
resign sooner? 


BANK RESERVES 


The theory of private banking in the United 
States is that banks accept deposits, then by 
loans or purchases of securities extend credit to 
business. It is a pretty theory but not working 
out. 





Eugene R. Black, governor of the Federal 
Reserve Board, stated on November 24 that 
United States banks are holding in excess of 
$850,000,000 iri idle reserves, an increase of 
$250,000,000 over a year ago. Meanwhile small 
and large businesses needing money for legiti- 
mate purposes are being turned down by the 
banks when loans are requested. 





Some of the men who clamor for more “in- 
ternational friendliness” on the part of the 
United States evidently beliéved the path to 
friendship included looting the Cuban treasury. 
through inflated bond issues sold to the Ameri- 
can public with millions of losses. 





Southern farmer:.a man who sells tobacco 
at ten cents a pound. Northern farmer: a man 
who buys tobacco at ten cents an ounce. 








Our Platform For The People !s: 


1, Less taxation. 6. Reiurn of river trans- 

2. Fewer State Commis- portation. 

7. A cleanup of some 
state institutions. 

8. More efficiency in 
public offices, 


sions. 
3. Universal school books. 
4, Equity for farmers. 
5. Lower freight rates. 
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General Features and Hints for Women 








Cranberry Fruit Salad 

2 cups cranberries 

‘4% cup water 

“Ig cup sugar 

_i pkg raspberry Jello 

144 pt. boiling water 

_3-8 cup grated cheese 

-¥ cup mayonnaise 

Method: Cook cranberries in 
the 142 cup of water for 15 min- 


utes. Put through sieve, add 
sugar. Dissolve jello in the boil- 
ing water. Let cool, add pulp of 


cranberries when jello is_ cool. 
Pour in a large mold or individ- 
ual molds and place in refrigera- 
tor to set. Serve on a lettuce leaf, 
put grated cheese on top of salad 
@nd arrange mayonnaise around 
the mold. 

Mrs. Oscar Johnson, 

Carben Cliff, Dl. 





Ice Box Roll 
% pound graham crackers, 
broken up : 
34 cup of stoned dates, chopped 
up 
.¥4 pound marshmallows, cut 
into bits 


_Y4 cup of nuts, cut up 
4 ripe bananas, mashed 
Mix all the ingredients thor- 
oughly, with -as much orange 
juice as is needed to make a com- 
pact roll. Shape into a roll and 
wrap in waxed paper, and set in 
refrigerator or a cold place for 
42 hours or more. Slice and serve 
with whipped cream. 
Mrs. H. K. Childers, 
Galesburg, Ill. 





Thanksgiving Pudding ~ 
1 cup thick sour milk 
Ye cup sugar 
¥ scant cup butter 
2 eggs well beateri 


1 tsp. soda 
Fiour enough to make as thick 
as cake. 
Add 1 cup cherries. Steam 114 
hours, 


Sauce: 1 cup sugar, % cup but- 
ter, i tbsp. flour, 1 cup boiling 


salt; 


paprika 
Cut pineapple in 
strips, add lemon juice to pine- 


in strips, add the 
and nutmeats. 


apple. Now beat the cream until 
stiff, add pineapple, prunes and 
nuts, arrange in nest of lettuce 
and serve. Decorate with % 
pecan. 
Mrs. L. L.’ Snopek, 
Dyersville, Iowa 





Cranberry Salad 

One pint cranberries 

One cup sugar 

One-half cup nutmeats 

One package lemon gelatin 

One-half orange 

One and one-half cups boiling 

water 

One unpeeled apple 

Put cranberries through food 
chopper. Scatter sugar over them. 
Let stand until sugar turns red. 


| Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. 


Pour over cranberries. When cool, 


add chopped apple, orange and 
nutmeats. Set in icebox until 
congealed. Cut in squares and 
serve. Serves 10. 


Molded Cranberry Salad 
One package lemon gelatin 
One and one-half cups boiling 

water 
Juice of one-half lemon 
One-half cup chopped celery 
One cup canned crushed pine- 

apple 
One cup thick unstrained cran- 
berry sauce, slightly sweet- 
ened 
Dissolve gelatin in boiling water. 
Chill. When slightly thickened 
add remaining ingredients. Chill 
until firm. Unmold on crisp let- 
;fuce and garnish with mayonaise. 
'Serves eight. 
Cranberry Salad 
One and one-half cups cran- 
berries 
One orange 
One package lemon gelatin 
One cup boiling water 
Put cranberries and orange 
through food chopper or chop fine 
in bowl. Dissolve gelatin in boil- 





water. 1 cup juice. 
Mrs. D. M. P., 
Toulon, Ml, 





Swiss Cream Steak 
2 pounds round steak 
2 onions 
22 cup sour cream 
12 cup water 
44 cup butter 
2 tablespoons grated cheese 
Paprika 
Sait and pepper 
Cut meat into pieces for serv- 
ing, Dust with pepper, salt and 
paprika, and brown on both sides 
in butter. Add. sliced onrtions, 
waicr,,.and cream to which grated 
cheese has been added. Cover 
the pan and let simmer until the 
meat is tender. 
Mrs. W. M., 
Muscatine, Iowa 


Perfection Salad 


Cut up 1 can of sliced pineap- | 


ple into small pieces, 1 small 
staik of celery and part of a head 
of lettuce. Put in @ dish, heat 
juice of pineapple and dissolve 1 
package of lemon jello in it and 
add enough water to make 1 pint. 
Add i tablespoon of vinegar and 
1 tabiespoon of sugar. Let cool 
and pour over fruit and let set. 
When set cut in squares. Serve 
on lettuce leaves with mayonnaise 
dressing. 

Mrs. T. R., 

Reck Island, Hl. 


Pineappie Prune Salad 

can pineapple 
> lb. prunes * 

cup whipping cream 
4 lb. pecan meats 
¥, teaspoon salt 
4, teaspoon paprika 
2 tablespoons lemon juice 
Method: Stone and cut prunes 


~ 


1 
1 
y 


‘ing water. Add cranberries. Put 
‘into a shallow pan. Allow to con- 
‘seal. Cut in squares and serve on 
lettuce leaves. 
Cranberry Mold Salad 

Two cups cranberries 

One cup water 

One cup sugar : 

One tablespoon gelatin 

One-fourth cup cold water 

One-half cup chopped celery 

One cup chopped apple 

One orange, cubed 

One-fourth cup chopped nuts 

Bring sugar and water to a boil. 
Add cranberries which have been 
put through food chopper. Boil 
until soft. Dissolve gelatin § in 
one-fourth cup cold water. Add 
to hot mixture. When mixture 
starts to congeal, add remaining 
ingredients. Pour into wet indi- 
vidual molds and chill. Unmold 
on crisp lettuce leaf and top with 
spoonful of boiled salad dressing. 

Mrs. L. W., 
Altoona, Iowa 











| Pele says: 
| 

| If you’ve got a table you want to 
refinish, pick out a good water-re- 
sistin’ spar varnish that won’t turn 
white if hot liquids are spilled on it. 
Waxin’ and oilin’ will keep it in good 
shape. 





* * bal 


Porch floors get such a lot o’ hara 

; wear and hard knocks from all sorts 
o’ weather—it’s a good idca to give 

| ‘em a good protective coat of porch 


and deck paint at least once every | 


season, 





+ - A RE TS ES TT TTS LT SNS 


SAVE YOUR. MONEY 
THROUGH CAREFUL 
BUYING OF SE 


What do you know about the 
sheets you buy. Wouldn’t you like 
to have them labeled to show 
quality as well as_ size? Some 
sheet labels give a few facts. None 
are complete. 

Good cotton sheeting is made 
of long, strong fibers; yarns firm- 
ly twisted, smooth, even; has a 
firm, close weave. .It has. the 
same or nearly the same number 
of threads per inch each way. 
You may not be able to count the 
threads, but you can tell some- 
thing about them by holding the 
cloth up to the light. Some labels 
give the thread count—T72 by 68, 
for example, which is an average 
count for muslin sheets. Percale 
sheets have a much higher count 
—90 and above. 

First quality sheets have no 
knots, no uneven yarns, no thick 
or thin places; filling yarn un- 
broken from selvage to selvage. 
“First” are sometimes labeled, but 
“seconds” are not. Defects in 
yarns and weave make “seconds”. 
Some mills sell “seconds” under 
other brand names, less advertis- 
ed than their ‘firsts’. If the 
brand is new to you, inquire about 
it, examine the sheet carefully. 
Faulty yarn or weave means weak 
spots, poor wearing quality. But 
some ‘“‘seconds” are good bargains 
if you Know what you are buying. 
Durable sheets may be of. dif- 
ferent weights, and weight is a 
matter of preference. An average- 
weight, unsized sheet 90 by 108 
inches, made of fabric weighing 
4 ounces per square yard, contains 
17-8 pounds of cotton. But the 
weight of sheets as you buy them 
depends partly upon sizing, which 
may be less than 1 ‘per cent in 














good sheets, running to 20 or 30 | 
per cent in poor ones; heavy siz- | 
ing may,cover up poor weaving, | 
makes the sheet in poor ones; | 
heavy sizing may cover up poor | 
weaving, makes the sheet look 
heavy, leaves it sleazy after wash- 
ing. Rub the cloth between your 
fingers to see whether the sizing 
comes out. “Pure finish” on the 
label means the least possible siz- 
ing. ; 

Length as given on the label 
means length before hemming. 
“Torn length’ means torn with 
the thread of the goods. That 
sheet will stay true. Sheets cut 
from the bolt will draw out of 
shape, when laundered. To allow | 
for a good tuck-in and for shrink- 
age sheets should be 99 or 108 
inches, but you will find them on 
the market as short as 90 inches. 
A sheet may shrink 7 or 8 inches 
when laundered. 

The ideal laiel for sheets would 
show: (1) Whether it is a ‘first’ 
or ‘“‘second”’; (2) Torn size; (3) 
Breaking strength; (4) Thread 
cgunt per inch each way; (5) 
Weight per square yard of sheet- 
ing; (6) Per cent of sizing. 

If you want these standards in 
sheets ask your retailer to get 
them for you. 


HOUSEHOLD HELPS 
A little paraffin added to boil- 














ing starch makes. clothes iron | 
easier. 
Mrs, R. M., 
Muscatine, Iowa 
Instead of putting pies in the 


‘oven to brown meringue, just heat 
an iron skillet and turn upside 
down over pie. 
Mrs. J. Kinsinger, 
Kalona, Towa 
When necessary to keep fish in 
the refrigerator or with other 
food, wrap tightly in waxed bread 





wrappers. The fish odor will not 
i then be carried to the other foods. 
F. Edwards, 

















By KAY ALLEN 


T’S an outmoded notion, you 

know, that every house must de- 
yote a fourth of its space to storage 
—as outmoded as the ideas about 
the earth being flat and tomatoes 
being poison. Attic space—formerly 
utilized as a resting ‘place for Great 
Grandinama’s Sunday bonnet and 
the bear skin that Uncle Jerry 
risked his life for—has been re- 
leased from bondage for whatever 
purpose an _ enterprising family 
chooses to use it. 

If your aitic is unfinished, it’s nota 
difficult job to cover the rafters 
with wallboard so that you'll have a 
smooth surface for the painted color 
which will make your attic a bright 
spot on the household escutcheon, 
Use a good flat wall paint or kalso- 
mine. It’s a good stunt to paint the 
ceilings and walls the same color, 
s0 you won’t put undue emphasis on 
the unexpected dips and curves 
which are the heritage of most at- 
tics..Keep the color light, since the 
aitic, usually has fewer windows 
than other sections of the house. 
Pinkish-buff walls and ceiling and 





soft blue woodwork is a good cont. 
bination; or white walls and light’ 
apple green woodwork. ; 


Give the floor a coat of varnish, 
throw down a few scatter rugs and 


call it finished. Or you can paint it 
in a color which harmonizes with 
the tints of walls, ceiling and wood- 


work. 

Carry out some special motif in 
decorating. If Father is to have a 
den, make it a sporting one; if 
Junior falls heir to the attic, try, 
nautical decorations. Should Mary 
be the lucky lady, let a young girl's 
desire for feminine daintiness de- 
cide the matter. The littlest children 
will be happy in a circus room. 
where monkey, elephant, giraffe ani 
tiger cutouts chase each othe: 
around the walls. 

It’s a matter of foresight to begin 
putting your attic in order at this 
time ot year when the passing of a 
few more weeks will see your family 
rebelliously forced to leave ticir 
out-of-loors fun because of ts 
weather. You can make the transi 
tion less painful if you provide sow: 
special interest for them Indoors. 








j 
| Oliie, Iowa 
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5 Tea aa et ie 
bo Seay 
THe use of colorful fabrics 
and heaps of contrast is 
made much of by high school 
misses, for they know, being wise 
fashionabies,-that this is one way 
of creating smart costumes. Some 
frocks are quife prim about the 
use of their contrast, adding just 
a touch to the severe neckline. 
(McCall 7489). Others, though, 
make original use of large por- 
tions of contrasting color. (McCall 
7488). 


HIGH 





SCHOOL 
MISSES 


AGREE ON COLOR 


And Lots of It 















ey eee 


The eton of this particular de- 
sign has ideas about its make-up. 
Witness its use of a dark color, ; 
and also its high gathered neck- 
line, The simple Princess silbou- : 
ette of the other design is broken j 
up with wide epaulets over the 
shoulders, and it doesn’t forget i 


sone 


either its touch of contrast. It’s 2 

small amount but still enough to 
add a note of chic, (By courtesy, he 
of The McCall Company). ’ 
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| THE TUGWELL BILL MENACE 


By CLINTON ROBB 
Consulting Counsel for the United Medi- 
Gine Manufacturers of America (Incorpor- 
ated) im an address before the 12th annual 

convention of the U. M. M. A. 


The conditions under which we are 
gathered here, as representatives of the 
frepared medicine industry and as champ- 
fons and defendants of its cause, are such 
4s to impose upon each and all a grave re- 
sponsibility. Of my own duties and obliga- 
tions to the industry, in this hour of crisis 
and peril, I am deeply conscious and shall 
spare no effort here or elsewhere to dis- 
Charge those obligations to the best of my 
ability. 

I have spoken of this as a time of crisis 
and danger. It is precisely that. At the 
moment there is pending before Congress 
a bill designed and calculated to shackle 
this industry and subject the manufacture 
and sale of prepared medicines to the 
mercies of those whose publicly declared 
views and intentions as I expect to demon- 
strate here today to the satisfaction of any 
open-minded individual who may have any 
doubt in that connection, are such as to 
spell the early doom of self-diagnosis and 

if-medication if that bill becomes a law 
in substantially its present form. 


All of you within the range of my voice, 
in common with other manufacturers not 
in attendance but who fully share your 
anxieties and forebodings, naturally and 
properly are asking yourselves these vital 
questions: Where are we bound, and what 
is to become of the business of supplying 
the public with prepared medicines for 
Aome use in those more simple and com- 
mon ailments which are an inevitable part 
of everyday life? Is this supply, upon 
which the public has come to rely for 
their health requirements in these lean 
days when medical attention is a luxury 
and necessarily restricted by the poor to 
the more serious maladies, to be cut off 
from the public and investments running 
into the hundreds of millions of dollars 
confiscated upon the altar of bureaucracy, 
with resulting loss of employment by thou- 
sands of men and women? 

As I address myself to these questions, 
it seems to me that, before we can’ make 
an intelligent forecast of the direction in 
which we are likely to travel and as_ to 
our probable destination, we must de- 
termine whence we have come and by what 
course we have reached our present po- 
sition. Therefore what I am about to 
say will be in the nature of a discussion 
of the whence and whither of prepared 
medicines. 

Let me state at the outset that there 
appears to be rather general misappre- 
hension not only as to the real nature and 
necessary result of this attempt to effect 
a complete revision of the Food and Drugs 
Act but as to the identity of the parties 
in interest and the ultimate heaviest los- 
ers. It seems to be quite commonly as- 
sumed that this proposed legislation is 
aimed solely at those who make and sell 
prepared medicines and that the campaign 
for its enactment is in the interest of the 
public and the advancement of the gen- 
eral welfare. As matter of demonstrable 
fact, the actual defendants in this struggle 
and the parties who should be most deep- 
ly concerned with its outcome are the 
people themselves. What is alleged to be 
in the public interest really is calculated 
at once to narrow, and eventually to de- 
stroy altogether, personal and private 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution of 
the United States, which some of us are 
Old-fashioned enough to continue to re- 
gard as the supreme law of our land. 

The privilege of choosing one’s own 
remedies for one’s own ills has been re- 
garded, from time immemorial, as one of 
those natural or inherent rights which are 
the heritage of all those worthy of the 
name of freedom. It belongs to that 
group of intimate personal privileges and 
liberties that countless generations of men 
have struggled to establish and maintain. 

In primitive times, of course, self-diag- 
nosis and self-medication were absolute 
essentials of existence and the privilege 





of practicing such self-treatment went un- 
challenged. 4s society developed and the 
rights of the individual gradually became 
more interwoven with those of the gen- 
eral public, some limitations and quailifi- 
cations of that right became necessary 
for the common good. But itis to be 
clearly noted that in the United States of 
America at least, the broad and general 
right of the individual to diagnose his 
own ailments and attempt their relief 
through remedies of his own choosing 
never has been denied by our courts. In- 
deed, there are affirmative rulings in 
many adjudged cases to the effect that, 
with certain well-defined exceptions, the 
right of self-diagnosis and self-treatment 
belongs to every individual of proper age 
and sound mind. One court has expressed 
the general or basic principle thus: 


“Every human being of adult years and 
sound mind has a right to determine what 
shall be done with his own body.” 


It undoubtedly is true that the public 
is entitled to adequate protection from the 
threatened spread of infectious and con- 
tagious diseases, such as Smallpox, Typhoid 
Fever and Influenza, and that sufferers 
from maladies of that nature may be iso- 
lated and deprived, in some degree at 
least, of the privilege of treating them- 
selves in their own way in their own 
homes. But in the protection of the pub- 
lic health, under the reserve or police 
power of any State or of the United 
States, the public authorities are plainly 
limited to such provisions as are fairly 
within the requirements growing out of 
reasonable anticipation of the spread of 
disease or the development of an epidemic. 
In the relief of ailments not of a commun- 
icable nature, and in the absence of any 
basis for reasonable apprehension as to 
contagion and the spread of disease, 
neither the Federal Government nor any 
State has lawful power to compel a citi- 
zen to submit to medical treatment not 
of his own choosing. On this point there 
is ample authority. 


That Congress had all this in mind 
when the Food & Drugs Act of 1906 was 
passed is a necessary conclusion. Had the 
national legislature sought or intended to 
deprive the public of the right cf self- 
diagnosis and self-medication, assuming 
for the moment the existence of constitu- 
tional power to that.end, it would have 
been an easy matter for the framers of 
that Act to have chosen express and di- 
rect language for the accomplishment of 
that purpose. But on the contrary Con- 
gress, in its wisdom, was careful to safe- 
guard the practical and valuable right of 
the people to obtain their supplies. of 
prepared medicines and proprietary prep- 
arations without the necessity of first 
paying for a doctor’s prescription and 
then paying for the filling of that pre- 
scription far more than the cost of a pre- 
paf€®d medicine, manufactured in a modern 
laboratory according to a formula reflect- 
ing the best current medical practice and 
under conditions comparing favorably 
with those behind the average prescrip- 
tion counter of our lunch-room drugstores 
of today. Congress evidently well knew 
that more than half the prescriptions writ- 
ten by practicing physicians call for pat- 
ent or proprietary medicines in disguise, 
and that it is not a difficult process to 
transfer a prepared medicine to a plain 
bottle and place a gummed sticker there- 
on. 

Here again I am merely repeating views 
that in substance have found expression 
in the opinions of our Federal Judges who 
have construed and applied the Food & 
Drugs Act. Not so long ago one of those 
Judges, during the course of his charge 
to a jury in a proceeding of that nature, 
said in part: 

“Congress, by allowing a jury trial-in 
cases of this character, had in mind the 
feeling, I take it, of the great mass of the 
country that its membership would prac- 
tice, to some extent at any rate, self-medi- 
cation, in an endeavor to alleviate and 
cure some of the ailments and diseases to 





nized that we have had various medicines 
and various treatments handed down to 
us from one generation to another, and 
that the privilege of self-medication 
should not be taken away from the public. 
All of us, I take it, at times in our lives, 
have doctored ourselves, and it may have 
been wise or unwise to do it. All of us, 
I take it, have assumed from time to time 
to give advice to members ‘of our family, 
or to our friends, as to what they should 
do in certain instances, and in most such 
instances where we, as laymen, attempt to 
treat ourselves or to treat members of our 
families or our friends, we:ordinarily use 
what are known as homely and common 
remedies or medicines.” 


Moreover, the Public Health Service of 
the United States, in a published report, 
has corroborated substantially the legal 
views I have advanced in this address as 
to self-medication: 

“As an abstract thesis it would be fair 
to assume that, within certain limits, ma- 
ture, otherwise sane persons have _ the 
right to select and take their own medi- 
cines * * *, The inherent right of self- 
medication is limited primarily by the 
broader and more comprehensive rights of 
the community at large. It is generally 
accepted that diseases that are recognized 
as being infectious or contagious involve 
matters of public policy, and the welfare 
of others will frequently, if not always, 
require that patients ill with such a dis- 
ease be properly treated by authorized 
persons, and, if necessary, be isolated to 
prevent the spread of infection.” 

In these circumstances, it is clear that 
the American people have a well-recog- 
nized legal right to use prepared medicines 
of their own choosing, in their own way, 
in the attempted relief of all ailments 
which are not of a communicable or con- 
tagious nature. Consequently, any pro- 
posed legislation tending to deprive the 
public of an available and adequate sup- 
ply of prepared or proprietary medicines, 
with which to meet their everyday health 
requirements in the relief of ordinary ail- 
ments not of a communicable nature, 
really would amount to an indirect and in- 
sidious. attack upon one of the most valu- 
able rights the public has enjoyed up to 
this time. Moreover, though the loss by 
the public of the right of self-medication 
at any time would be a serious matter, 
such loss at this time particularly, when 
there are neither enough doctors to sup- 
ply adequate medical service nor money 
enough among the great masses of our 
people to pay for that service even if it 


were obtainable and desired, would rise 
to the proportions of a national: calamity. 
Yet that is the very prospect presented to 
the people of the United States by the 
so-called Tugwell Bill for the complete 
revision of the Food & Drugs Act. To be 
more specific, the Tugweil Bill, if enact- 
ed into law, would subject manufacturers 
and distributors of proprietary prepara- 
tions to such unreasonable restraints and 
dangers as to drive prepared medicines 
off the market and in effect to nullify the 
right of self-medication by making its ex- 
ercise a practical impossibility, as I now 
proceed to demonstrate. Of what avail to 
a citizen would be the right to treat his 
own non-contagious ailments with reme- 
dies of his own choice if the market af- 
forded no prepared medicines from which 
to make a selection, or if he could obtain 
medicines only upon a doctor’s prescrip- 
tion? 

Let it be kept clearly in mind, while 
we proceed with this analysis of the Tug- 
well Bill, that both the legislative and 
judicial branches of our government, as 
we have seen, have taken and consistently 
adhered to the position that self-medica- 
tion is to be considered dangerous to the 
public at large and subject to curtailment 
only in connection with diseases that be- 
long to the epidemic or contagious type, 
and even in those maladies only when and 
to the extent that contagion reasonabiy 
is to be feared. To express the rule in 
another way, the Food & Drug Adminis- 
tration now has no power to declare self- 
medication inherently dangerous in the 
attempted relief of some ailment unless 
that ailment be of an infectious or con- 
tagious nature, and there are limitations 
and qualifications to be observed by the 
government even in the case of communi- 
cable disease. In no case may the cur- 
tailment of the right to self-medication 
lawfully exceed the reasonable necessities 
of protection against the spread of disease, 

The Food & Drug Administration may 
be warranted in excluding from the mar- 
ket prepared medicines offered for dis- 
eases not communicable or subject te 
epidemics, but such exclusion may not 
lawfully be based upon a contention that 
the ailments involved demand the atten- 





safe treatment through _ self-medication, 
As to a proprietary medicine offered to the 
public for an ailment which is not cons 
tagious, the Food & Drug Administration 
may exclude that medicine from the mar- 
ket only upon a showing that medical 
Please turn to page eight 








K 
The investigation has led through the 
twists and turns and crooks — especially 
crooks—of the smelly labyrinth of high 
finance. It showed an investment of $10,- 
000,000 written down om the books to $1. 
It showed “investment bankers” making 
profits of more than $6,000,000 by selling 
bonds whose purchase has lost American 
investors from $130,000,000 to $150,000,- 
000. It showed leading financiers plot- 
ting to cheat Uncle Sam by dodging in- 
come taxes. 
James V. Forrestal, partner of Dillon, 
Read, took part in the distribution of the 
common stock of the first investment 
trust organized by that firm, the United 
States and Foreign Securities Corporation, 
getting a total of 37,000 shares, 

More Tax Dodging 
For 7,500 of these shares, he paid just 
what they cost the firm, 20 cents a share. 
The next 17,000 shares cost him 75 cents 
a share; and the rest of the 37,600 $10 a 
share. 
This stock was distributed in 1924, 
though it is not stated that Mr. Forrestal 
got all his holdings in that year. By the 





which all of us are subject. It was recog- 
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BIG FINANCIERS REVEAL METHODS 
OF EVADING THEIR INCOME TAXES 





ore want to pay income tax.. The 
shares were ranging from $60 up en the 
market at that time, and the pvofits 
would be prodigious. 

So, Mr. Forrestal organized two coipore 
ations—-the Beekman Corporation, Ltd., 
of Canada, and the Beckman Company of 
Delaware. The Delaware company owned 
all the shares of the Canadian company, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Forrestal owned all the 
shares of the Delaware concern. 

Can’t “See” Wrong 

Then, Mr. Forrestai transferred 20,000 
shares of his United States and Forcign 
Corporation stock te the Canadian cone 
cern. The Canadian company sold 16.788 
shares of the stock, at prices which yielded 
a net profit of about $896,000—and Mr. 
Forrestal “borrowed” the money from this 
corporation which he owned, body, 
breeches and chartcr. 

At least, he borrowed $774,331.89. Ace 
cording to his own estimate, this trick en« 
abled him to “gyp” Uncle Sam out of $95,< 
000 income taxes in 1929, a year in which 
his other profits were so great that he 
paid income taxes of about £300,000 on 





first of 1929, he wanted to sell—but he 
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(Guntinned aeede 4 from page-seven) . 
science itself has failed to find a recog- 


nized treatment for the particular ail- 
ment and that the medicine under review 
would be without palliative or beneficial 
effect in any degree. This distinction is of 
vital importance if self-medication is to 
éurvive. 

But Iet us see how the Tugwell Bill 
would change all this, wipe out the dis- 
tinction that the legislative and judicial 
branches of our government always have 
made. between contagious and non-con- 
tagious diseases, and set at naught the 
rules of construction and _ interpretation 
built up by our Federal courts during the 
more than a quarter of a century the Food 
& Drugs Act has been in effect. Section 
& of the Tugwell Bill provides: 

“A drug shall be deemed to be mis- 
branded: (a) If the labeling bears’. the 
name of any disease for which the drug 
is not a specific cure but is a palliative, 
and fails to bear in juxtaposition with such 
hame and in letters of the same size and 
prominence a statement that the drug is 
got a cure for such disease.” 

Of course the authors of this Bill well 
Know that a manufacturer of a prepared 
medicine bearing the words “Not a Cure” 
would have no better chance of selling it 
than would a physician of selling his 
services in connection with the same dis- 
ease if he said to prospective patients, 
either orally upon entering their houses 
or through the medium of a sign above 
his office door, “I do not Cure.” The pro- 
posed imposition of such an _ impossible 
handicap is, in and of itself, strong evi- 
dence of an intention to effect summary 
destruction of proprietary medicines with 
2 single thrust. of the administrative 
sword, for medicine still is far from an 
exact science and the number of specifics 
for disease is pitifully small. In deciding 
against the government and rejecting the 
very convention which forms the basis for 
this ._provision in the Tugwell Bill, one if 
gur Federal Judges observed: 

“It is generally known and the evidence 
shows that with very few exceptions there 
is no known cure, using that word strict- 
ly, for any disease. Nature, supplement- 
éd and aided by proper medicines, careful 
nursing and proper diet does the work of 
curing.” 

The court proceeded to rule, and_ that 
ruling has been followed by other Feder- 
al Courts in cases involving claims of 
therapeutic and curative power, 
though a medicine fall short of being a 
cure in the strict sense and be capable 
merely of helpful or beneficial effect, it 
still may be sold if the labeling as a whole 
fairly indicates its reasonable powers and 
possibilities. No court has seen the ne- 
cessity or justification for any label declar- 
ation that the medicine is not a cure, nor 
has any court suggested that this rule for 
construing and measuring medicinal 
claims is unfair or prejudicial to the pub- 
lic in any way. 

But the framers of the Tugwell Bill are 
dissatisfied with the ideas and views of 
our Federal Judges as to the meaning of 
the English language and as to the under- 
standing of the average laymen and wish 
to set up an arbitrary standard of their 
own invention that could be satisfied only 
at the expense of commercial suicide, which 
incidentally would have the effect of put- 


ting an end te any competition the medi- | 


cal profession has had from manufacturers 
of prepared medicines in the more com- 
mon and ordinary ailments. 

Other provisions of this proposed leg- 
fslation clearly evidence the same purpose 
and intent, though I have time to touch 
upon only a few of them here. Section 8 
ef the Tugwell Bill further provides: 

“A drug shall be deemed to be mis- 
branded: (a) (2) If its labeling bears any 
representation, directly or by ambiguity 
or inference, concerning the eqect of such 
@rug which is contrary to the’ general 
@ereement of medical opinion.” 

This proposed requirement not only is 
unnecessary and unwarranted but would 
@estroy initiative, discourage research in 





that ; 
| opinion of the moment. 





gwell Bill Menace 





re great laboratories of proprietary man- 
ufacturers which have given valuable aid 
in the advancement of medical science, as 
every informed and ‘fair-minded person 
will admit, and would place a premium 
upon mediocrity and stagnation in the 
treatment and prevention of disease, be- 
cause: 

First, it has been so repeatedly demon- 
strated as to have become common knowl- 
edge that advances and improvements in 
medical science, as in all other fields of 
human endeavor, are invariably started by 
individuals or small groups of physicians 
who are not content to follow unquestion- 
ingly in the well-beaten paths taken by 
their profession in general. A few men 
or women, enjoying more than average 
ability and perhaps the spark of genius 
plus the essentials of leadership, always 
have taken the lead and either drawn or 
driven the rest of the profession toward 
the ultimately accepted goal. For a time 
those pioneers have been outnumbered 
and perhaps subjected to criticism or ridi- 
cule, but gradually their views and dis- 
coveries, through successful demonstra- 
tion in actual cases, have compelled gen- 
eral adoption and taken the place of in- 
ferior methods commonly acceptec and 
generally used up to that time. Yet the 
Tugwell Bill would brand as a law-break- 
er any manufacturer who placed upon the 
market in the, best of faith a prepared 
medicine bearing any claims or represen- 
tations “contrary to the general agree- 
ment of medical opinion,” though those 
very claims might accurately and fairly 
reflect the studied opinions of physicians 
who, while of the highest standing and 
already enjoying the support of a sub- 
stantial and growing number of their fel- 
low physicians, were in a minority in the 
profession and not in “general agreement” 
with the rank and file. 

Second, the word “general” is an elastic 
and uncertain term which the Bill makes 
no attempt to define but leaves to the De- 
partment to determine in each instance. 
Obviously, it would be possible for the De- 
partment under such law to keep or drive 
off the market, irrespective of the limita- 
tions and qualifications employed by the 
manufacturer in his package claims and 
regardless of his integrity and sincerity, 
any medicine bearing claims which had 
not gained such common or widespread 
acceptance as to compel classification by 
the Department as in “general agreement” 
with the officially determined medical 
Merely to state 
the proposition, I submit, is to reveal why 
it should be defeated. 


Third, the courts have repeatedly point- 
ed out in proceedings under the present 
Food & Drugs Act that medicine still is far 
from being an exact science and that 
Congress never intended or attempted to 
invade the field of reasonable doubt as to 
the truth and propriety of medicinal 
claims. Again and again our Federal 
Judges have quoted this sentence from the 
opinion of then Justice, now Chief Justice, 
Hughes: 

“Congress deliberately excluded the 
field where there are honest differences 
of opinion between schools and practition- 
ers.” 

Please note particularly the ruling by 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 
of the United States that this exclusion of 
honest differences of opinion was ‘“‘deliber- 
ately” made by Congress, that is, after 
consideration of the pros and cons and ap- 
preciation of the question at issue. And 
yet the sponsors of the Tugwell Bill now 
would exclude the fact of honesty from 
consideration by the courts and make it 
possible for the government to convict 
manufacturers entirely innocent of any 
thought or intention of wrongdoing in of- 
fering to the public in the form of prepar- 
ed medicines, the fruits of the labors of a 
respectable number of highly respected 
physicians whose views, unfortunately for 
the manufacturer, had not yet gained suf- 
ficient publicity and support as to com- 
mand classification in that arbitrarily de- 
termined group of medicines not “contrary 
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to the general agreement of the medical 
profession.” 

Those seeking this proposed legislation 
would have Congress reverse itself and, 
in effect, keep manufacturers more or 
less out of date and behind the times in 
the preparation and sale of prepared med- 
icines essential to the practical and valu- 
able enjoyment by the public of its in- 
herent right to practice self-medication 
up to the point where the spread of com- 
municable diseases might be endangered 
thereby. By the time the Department 
found a claim for a particular formula or 
method of treatment to be in “general 
agreement” with medical opinion, a con- 
siderable number of the best minds in the 
medical profession, though still a minority 
not in “general agreement” with the pro- 
fession as a whole, might be using a com- 
bination of ingredients or method of treat- 
ment well calculated eventually to win 
general acceptance in the profession. But 
no matter how eminent or convincing the 
discoverer of that new formula or method 
might be, and regardless of its demon- 
strated ability in actual cases and under 
rigorous laboratory tests, the manufactur- 
er of prepared medicines would have to 
leave it alone, under penalty of going to 
jail, until the fact of general acceptance 
by the profession had been found by a De- 
partment which already has publicly gone 
on record with the view that self-medica- 
tion is dangerous in any disease but espe- 
cially so in particular diseases. 


Our analysis of Section 8 of the propos- 
ed new Food & Drug Act may be closed 
with the observation that its proponents 
seem to be chafing under legislative and 
judicial restraint, which they would re- 
move in the professed interest of the pub- 
lic—by the curious expediency of taking 
away from the public the opportunity to 
exercise its right of self-medication. 

Passing to the next section of the pro- 
posed statute we read the following provi- 
sions. 

“Sec. 9 (c) To discourage the public ad- 
vertisement for sale in interstate com- 
merce of drugs for diseases wherein self- 
medication may be especially dangerous or 
patently contrary to the interests of pub- 
lic health, any advertisement of a drug 
representing it directly or by ambiguity 
or inference to have any effect in the 
treatment of any of the following diseases 
shall be deemed to be false: Albuminuria, 
appendicitis, arterio-sclerosis, blood poison, 
bone diseases, cancer, carbuncles, chole- 
cystitis, diabetes, diphtheria, dropsy, ery- 
sipelas, gall stones, heart diseases, high 
blood pressure, mastoiditis, measles, men- 
ingitis, mumps, nephritis, otitis media, 
paralysis, pneumonia, poliomyelitis, pros- 
tate gland disorders, pyelitis, scarlet fever, 
sexual impotence, sinus infections, small- 
pox, tuberculosis, tumors, typhoid, uremia, 
venereal diseases, whooping cough, except 
that no advertisement shall be deemed,to 
be false under this paragraph if it is dis- 
seminated to members of the medical and 
pharmacological professions only or ap- 
pears in scientific periodicals: Provided, 
that whenever the Secretary, after notice 
and hearing, determines that an advance 
in medical science has made any type of 
self-medication safe as to any of the dis- 
eases, enumerated above, he may by reg- 
ulation authorize the advertisement of 
drugs having curative or theraupetic effect 
for such disease, subject to such conditions 
and restrictions as he may deem necessary 
in the interests of public health; Provided 


further, that whenever the Secretary, aft- 
er notice and hearing, determines that 
self-medication for diseases other than 


those herein named may be_ especially 
dangerous or patently contrary to the in- 
terests of public health, he is hereby au- 
thorized to promulgate regulations desig- 
nating such other diseases as diseases 
within the meaning of this paragraph: 
Provided further, That this paragraph 
shall not be construed as indicating that 
self-medication for diseases other - than 
those named herein or designated by reg- 
ulations of the Secretary under the au- 





thority hereof is safe or efficacious.” | 


(Italics for “especially” and patently” sup. 
plied). 

The only bit of humor in this long and 
otherwise grim measure is provided by the 
last sentence just quoted. By no stretch 
of the imagination could the authors o7 
this bill reasonably be suspected, by rea- 
son of the language they have employed 
therein or in explaining its terms in the 
public press, of entertaining for a moment 
the faintest idea that self-medication ever 
is safe in any disease condition; nor does 
the administrative history of the present 
statute warrant such an inference. The 
American Medical Association long has 
fostered the idea that no active drug is 
safe in the hands of a layman without the 
supervisory control of a physician. But 
the courts, mindful of the fact that phy- 
sicians are interested parties and subject 
to unconscious prejudice in questions in- 
volving self-medication, have consistently 
declined to hold that self-medication is 
dangerous unless practiced under condi- 
tions which give rise to reasonable appre- 
hension as to contagion and the spread of 
disease. 

Not until this Section 9 of the proposed 
new Food & Drugs Act is studied in the 
light of the present legal situation with 
respect to self-medication can its full sig- 
nificance be appreciated. While some of 
the enumerated diseases, as to which self- 
medication is declared to be “especially” 
or “patently” dangerous, are of a com- 
municable or contagious nature, others 
plainly are not of that character and in- 
volve no probability or possibility of con- 
tagion or the spread of disease. As we 
have seen, medicines intended for such 
non-contagious diseases could be lawfully 
excluded from the market only upon the 
theory that the medical profession not on- 
ly had found no recognized treatment for 
those diseases but that the proprietary 
medicines involved were incapable in any 
degree of palliative relief or beneficial ef- 
fect. Now if it be true that the medical 
profession is willing to admit that physi- 
cians have no medicines that will do their 
patients any good in the long list of dis- 
eases mentioned in this Section 9, and 
that they have no medicines that will 
bring any degree of comfort and relief to 
sufferers from those diseases, then I sub- 
mit with all seriousness that the time has 
come to give the public real protection in 
this connection. If this condition actually 
exists as seems a fair inference from the 
language employed in the Tugwell Bill, 
Congress should lose no time in enacting a 
statute that will compel every physician 
in the United States to post conspicuously 
in his office or hand to his prospective pa- 
tients as he enters their homes, before he 
accepts a dollar of their money, a state- 
ment to that effect. 


The unreasonable, unwarranted and un- 
fair character of the provisions of Section 
9 of the proposed new Food & Drugs Act, 
as well as of other sections thereof in aid 
of the general purpose revealed, becomes 
more apparent when we turn to the de- 
cisions of our Federal Courts construing 
and measuring the scope of the words 
“therapeutic” and “curative” in the pres- 
ent statute. The following finding by one 
of our Federal Judges reflects the general 
legal opinion as to the meaning and ef- 
fect of those two terms: 

“In none of the definitions is there a sug- 
gestion that the words ‘therapeutic’ or 
‘curative’ convey the meaning of absolute 
cure, The testimony of the experts shows 
that a therapeutic or curative agent is 
something which alleviates or tends to 
cure a disease, and that, except in a few 
instances there is no medicine which, of 
itself, is an absolute cure for disease.” 

The sponsors of the Tugwell Bill have 
frankly and clearly revealed their views 
and intention in the event they are suc- 
cessful in their attempt to secure from 
Congress authority to put their policies 
and plans into effect. They have left no 
room for reasonable doubt that, if the 
Bill is enacted into law, self-medication 
not only must stop in the many diseases 

Please turn to page twelve 
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LOOT IOWA TREASURY THROUGH } 
X 


FAKE REFUNDS ON GASOLINE TA 


- DES MOINES — The state treasury has 
been looted of hundreds of thousands 
through alleged iHegal gasoline tax re- 
funds, a special legislative investigating 
committee reported last week to the spe- 
cial session of the 45th General Assembly. 
Claims to the refunds ran as high as $150,- 
000 to $200,000 a month, the committee 
reported. 

Rep. C. D. Moore of Urbana, chairman 
of. the house committee for the investiga- 
tion, said in view of the irregularities re- 
vealed in the sixteen cases cited the al- 
leged illegal refunds probably would run 
into hundreds of thousands of dollars if 
all claims could be investigated. 

In this connection the committee rec- 
ommended that its life be extended, that 
additional funds be given it to continue its 
investigation not only into gas tax re- 
funds, but also into license fees and that 
it submit eventually a bill revising the en- 
tire motor vehicle code as it applies to 
gasoline taxes and license fees. 

The committee also recommended 
changes in the laws whereby refunds 
would be limited to gasoline for agricul- 
tural purposes. At present contractors 
and others using gasoline for other than 
motor vehicle fuel are permitted refunds. 

The report dwelt at length on refunds 
obtained through alleged fraud by con- 
tractors in recent months. 

“Your committee found that the matter 
of paying refunds has been during the 
years past very loosely handled in the 
treasurer’s office and that in 1932, par- 
ticularly in the latter part of this year, the 
machinery for handling those claims seems 
to have completely broken down, especial- 
ly where claims of contractors and alleged 
contractors were involved,” the report 
said. 

Going into the history of contractors’ 
refunds, the report pointed out that be- 
fore Dec. 16, 1931, such refunds were not 
allowed, but on that day the supreme court 
found they were entitled to such recovery. 

Lawyers’ Racket 


Thereafter, it said, at least two Des 
Moines attorneys began seeking claims 
from contractors on a 50 per cent contin- 
gent fee basis and collected sometimes 
merely on a vague statement as to gaso- 
line purchases over a period of five or six 
years and at other times on duplicate in- 
voices. In some instances, the committee 
said, a refund of three cents a gallon was 
made on motor vehicle fuel which the 
claim showed was purchased when the 
fee collected by the state, was only two 
cents a gallon. 

“There was evidence quite conclusive in 
its nature that these attorney and others 
engaged in the same racket were splitting 
their fees with certain employes in the 
treasurer’s office.” said the report. 

Another class of claims believed by the 
committee to be -“‘illegal and unauthoriz- 
ed” involved refunds to oil companies for 
spillage and evaporation in transit and 
unloading. The law permits a 3 per cent 
deduction from the loaded gallonage, and 
these firms put in an additional claim for 
their losses to the delivery point, the total 
refunds being about $116,000 to two firms. 

Members of the committee are Senators 
Harold Irwin, senate chairman, Vincent 
Harrington, and Irving Knudson, and 
Representatives Moore, house chairman, 
Paul Cunningham and John Mitchell. 

Handled By Clerks 

The committee found that refund 
claims, involving in the course of a year 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, have 
been handled by girl clerks in the state 
treasurer’s office, drawing clerks’ salaries 
of $60 to $80 a month. One of the com- 
mittee’s recommendations was that’ the 
state treasurer be given more discretion 
in passing on claims for refunds and that 
this work be placed in the hands of com- 
petent men receiving adequate salaries. 











Selecting sixteen claims at random 


among hundreds, the committee found 
that two of the claimants were mythical 
persons, that all were overpaid on account 
of gallonage not represented in invoices 
within ninety days, the period in which 
such claims may be legally filed; that 
eleven also were overpaid because of an 
error in computation and that in twelve 
cases there was overpayment of claims for 
gallonage duplication. The total amount 
thus overpaid amounted to $86,803.52. 

Excerpts from the Committee’s report 
follow: 

“Such claims were presented and paid, 
sometimes upon merely a vague statement 
contained in the affidavit of the claimant 
and covering alleged purchases as much 
as five or six years previous and without 
any original invoices attached showing 
such purchases to have been made. Such 
claims also indicated the payment of 
many claims based upon duplicate invoices 
which had previously been paid, in spite 
of the fact that the law during all of that 
time limited the right of the treasurer to 
pay refunds to cases where the claim was 
filed within ninety days of the purchase, 
and the purchase was evidenced by an 
original invoice attached to the claim. In 
some instances a refund of three cents per 
gallon was made on motor vehicle fuel 
which the claim showed was purchased at 
a time when the license fee collected by 
the state was only two cents per gallon. 


“There was evidence quite conclusive in 
its nature that these attorneys and others 
engaged in the same _ racket were split- 
ting their fees with certain employes in 
the treasurer’s office, whose duty it was 
to pass upon and allow refund claims. In 
fact one employe of the former treasurer’s 
office confessed to receiving such a divi- 
sion. 

“The committee made a detailed study 
of claims allowed to about sixteen differ- 
ent claimants, who claimed to have used 
motor vehicle fuel in construction work 
on the public highway. 

“For the purpose of securing the infor- 
mation embodied in this report, for claims 
investigated, the committee met five 
times, calling many witnesses before the 
committee, and employed help finally hay- 
ing to cease its activities because of lack 
of funds, 

16 Claims 

“The following audited claims were se- 
lected somewhat at random and the com- 
mittee believes are fairly representative of 
the hundreds that were allowed such con- 
tractors and alleged contractors. The in- 
formation concerning the overpayment to 








each of said claimants, whose claims were 
audited, are open for inspection to the 
legislature, as photostatic copies have been 
made of the same,, The following audited 
claims may be summarized as follows: 


car or other receptacle in which motor 
vehicle fuel is imported into the state, and 
permit such distributor to deduct 3. per 
cent thereof for evaporation and loss. 
“These two companies had been making 
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95.46 713.76A2 2,331.68 10,787.87 
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$2,015.56 $6,810.21 $77,977.75 $86,803.52 





Two Mythical Claimants 

“This makes a total of $86,803.52 paid in 
refunds not in accordance with the code. 

“The committee’s investigation disclos- 
ed that the last two claimants listed above 
are mythical and that no such claimants 
exist. The claims presented in the name 
of Herman Anderson were prepared and 
presented by an employe in the office of 
the former treasurer co-operating with an 
attorney in Des Moines. The other claim, 
that of A. L. Mack, was prepared and pre- 
sented by the same employe in the former 
treasurer's office co-operating with a rel- 
ative who went to Minnesota for the pur- 
pose of sending in the claim from there. 
The evidence showed that the employe in 
the treasurer’s office and the person co- 
operating with him split the proceeds of 
the claim when presented. These facts 
were brought to light as the result of the 
work of the committee. 

“Another class of claims which has come 
to the committee’s notice involved the 
payment of refunds to two oil companies 
which the committee believes to be illegal 
and unauthorized. The statutes of the 
state of Iowa provide that all distributors 
receiving motor vehicle fuel from outside 
the state shall report to the treasurer of 
state the invoiced gallonage of each tank 





WHENCE COMES THE DIGNITY OF OUR COURTS? 


moods are 
larger 
lower 


Judges in their forensic 
sometimes wont to appeal for a 
degree of public respect for our 
courts. 

Of course, all magistrates ought to be 
held in the highest regard. If this is not 
always the case whose fault may it be? 

As bearing on the question, we quote 
the following news item, describing an in- 
cident of a few days ago: 

PHILADELPHIA—Birth of a grandson 
to Magistrate Edward F. Roberts proved a 
boon to petty law violators in his court. 

HE DISCHARGED THEM ALL, admon- 
ishing them to “go home to your families 
and try to do better.” 

Then he explained his clemency, stating 
his only son had just become the father of 
a 6!2-pound boy. 

Just three brief sentences. But those 
sentences are a commentary on one kind 
of judicial procedure as eloquent as a 
couple of turgid chapters from Coke or 
Blackstone. 
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The sad thing about it is that incidents 
like the one in Philadelphia are constant- 
ly reported. The number of petty cul- 
prits who each year are dismissed from 
custody because of a lawyer’s levity or a 
judge’s trifling caprice probably equals 
the number of those who are sent justly to 
jail. 

The magistrate in the Philadelphia case 
was chosen to judge according to law. His 
duty was to hear -the evidence in the 
cases before him and to administer justice 
accordingly. What in the name of com- 
mon sense had the birth of his grandchild 
to do with some other man’s violation of 
an ordinance or with the infringement of 
a law-abiding citizen’s rights? 

Lawyers and judges themselves can do 
more than any other social elements to 
make laws obeyed and courts, down to the 
lowest, respected. But they defeat their: 
own purposes so long as shysters are per- 


the 3 per cent deduction as permitted by 
law and then coming in later and filing 
claims for refund for the actual evapora- 
tion and loss, or the difference between 
the invoiced gallonage and the unloaded 
gallonage of each tank car. These refund 
claims have reached in the case of oné 
company $1,200 to $1,500 per month, and 
in the other to $400 or $500 per month, 
and an audit of the amount which they 
have heretofore been paid on claims of 
that character, discloses that the one 
company has received approximately $100,- 
000 and the other about $16,000. As a re- 
sult of the testimony taken from many 
witnesses during the investigation, the 
committee recommended, on or about 
June 10, 1933, and upon advice of the at- 
torney general, the treasurer’s office was 
instructed and is now refusing to pay re- 
fund claims of that character. The re- 
fusal of the treasurer’s office to’pay these 
claims has been a saving to the state of 
Iowa up to this time of approximately 
$10,000. Suit has been brought against 
these two oil companies as well as other 
audited claims to recover the illegal pay- 
ments heretofore received by them and 
trial of said suits is expected in the near 
future. 

“On investigation at the present time 
the records show that there has been a 
decrease in the payment of gasoline re- 
funds, during the first ten months of 
1933, of $313,658.41. There were 130,474 
claims in the first ten months of 1932 
and 142,632 during the first ten months 
of 1933, an increase in claims of 12,158 
in the first ten months of 1933 and a de- 
crease in the cost of administration for 
first ten months of 1933 of $62,120.34. 
While there has not been as much con- 
tracting business this year as before, some 
of this decrease has been due to the fact 
that the treasurer’s office has refused to 
pay many claims. ; 

One Plead Guilty 

“The ordinary refund claim affords an 
opportunity for fraud and such fraud is 
not easy to detect. For exampjJe, the pres- 
ent adn.inistration of the treasurer's office 
is exercising special diligence to prevent 
the payment of fraudulent claims and yet 
during the present year it has been dis- 
covered that an employe of the former 
treasurer had stolen a book of invoiceg 
from an oil company and from time te 





mitted to practice in the courts and 
mountebanks to wear judicial robes.—Chi- 
cago Herald Examiner, 


time would make out these invoices, at- 
tach them to a claim for refund and unde 


Please turn to page twelve 
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rusts Are Endangering 


_ American Free Speech 


Gobbling up independent radio sta- 
fiens just like other trusts “merge” 
‘with independent merchants, the 
Radio Trust of the United States is 
extending its power on every front 
‘and endangering free speech by its 
‘monopolistic tactics. Previous articles 
‘have told how General Electric, Na- 
‘tional Broadcasting Company, Radio 
;Corporation of America and other big 
firms are linked together, all working 
to extend the radio monopoly on the 
North American continent as well as 
seeking to broaden their power to 
\Central and South America, Finan- 
‘ciers control radio in the | United 
\States and misuse their great power. 
‘A combination of dirty jokes, advertis- 
ing balderdash and propaganda assails 
‘the ears of radio listeners. The Fed- 
eral Radio Commission’s part in ex- 
‘tending the monopoly was also shown; 
jhow the Commission’s large staff of 
Jawyers, engimeers and free speeeh 
suppression experts co-operate to help 
the big chains and hinder the small 
independent station. 

While the Trust has been getting 
all the Radio channels in sight, 210 
‘independents have been crammed on 
‘six channels. Trust stations have more 
‘power, less. interference and other ad- 
vantage—all through arrangements 
of the Federal Radio Commission. 
‘The Radio pirates, having seized 
power in the United States and Canada 
tried to extend their monopoly _ to 

“ ‘Mexico and other countries on this 
ihemisphere but failed. 

Apparently there is little hope for 

‘radio justice from the Federal Radio 
Commission, but some members of 
‘Congress and other proponents of free 
speech have suggested abolition of the 
Commission. The government spends 
‘jaundreds of thousands each year to 
‘“regulate” radio and the Radio Trust 
‘doesn’t pay a nickel for it. But Nation- 
‘al Broadcasting Company made $25,- 
895,959.34 and Columbia, $11,621,- 
424.31 in 1932. 
» One way to clear the ether would 
‘be to force chain stations to synchron- 
|jize—all broadcast on the same wave 
ength. The Trust’s own representa- 
‘tives claimed synchronization experi- 
ments were successful back in 1930, 
but since then they have said little on 
the subject—if the plan were put 
through it would endanger their mo- 
nopoly. 

The National Association of Broad- 
easters, Inc., mouthpiece of the radio 
chains in its proposed code submitted 
to the NRA admits its members num- 
bering only 39.8 per cent of all radio 
stations control 81 per cent of the na- 
tion’s radio business. 

(Continued from last week) 
By JAMES R. CONNOR, 
Editor of the Free Press 


Advertising Hookups 

But ihe United States newspapers for 
the most part have only themselves to 
blame for the raids of the radio chains. 
Feaiful of losing some small advertising, 
the newspapers seldom bring out details 
of iiie radio monoply’s encroachments. 
That is the newspapers which are not 
linked with the chains. As for the news- 
paners who are affiliated with the chains, 
they would not consider damaging their 
own property by telling readers how radio 
monopoly is growing in the United States 
of -Amcrica. 

‘rhe trend toward concentration of radio 
broadcasting power for the big chains and 
stations contreiled by powerful interests— 
including newspapers—is unmistakable. 

One of the most powerful. stations in the 
country, % wa owned and controlled by 





a Chicago Tribune was recently given 
authority by the Federal Radio Commis- 
sion to double its power to 50,000 watts. 
At about the same time another station 
was eased out of the Chicago district. 

Meanwhile the smaller independent Chi- 
cago stations struggle along as best they 
may with no added power to help them 
compete with WGN. 

The same situation obtains in many oth- 
er large cities. In Detroit WJR, con- 
trolled by the Detroit News has been using 
50,000 watts for some time, while the 
smaller stations without chain connec- 
tions have to break through the ether with 
much less power. - 

Killing Competition 

As each big city station is given in- 
creases in power, it removed the.possibil- 
ities of future competition in nearby small 
cities. For after a large station has been 
broadcasting on high power for some time 
over a large area, an independent applying 
for a small station license in that same 
area, can be told by the Federal Radio 
Commission that the territory is already 
well served. It’s a great system! 

When the Commission allowed WGN to 
double its power it also authorized WHAM, 
Rochester, N. Y., and WBZ, Boston to in- 
crease their power to 50,000 watts. This 
despite the Commission’s announcements 
in the past that it was keeping down the 
number of high powered stations. More 
than a score of 50,000 watt stations now 
are licensed, and there are indications 
that more will be. But not one of them is 
outside the chain groups. 

The Commission’s opinion in granting 
the power increase to the Tribune station 
is full of the high sounding phrases com- 
mon to the Commission’s high handed 
way of doing business. They read well 
until one analyzes just what the Commis- 





sion is talking about. 

“The evidence concerning the past rec- 
ord of the station’s broadcast service,” 
the WGN opinion stated, “provides very 
substantial assurance for the maintenance 
of a meritorious service. 

“The clear channel character of. the 
frequency assignment (720 kilocycles) of 
WGN is conducive of a large service area. 
It permits the establishment of a relative- 
ly large primary service area, and it also 
permits the establishment of a secondary 
but very useful service area beyond the 
primary service area and beyond the areas 
of severe fading. This service is of par- 
ticular value to residents of rural areas 
and to residents of smaller communities 
that do not have local broadcast stations.” 

“Service to residents in rural areas!” 
With The Tribune record of Big Business 
and corporation support, just how the 
Commission can interpret the newspaper’s 
work as “service” to the farmers is some- 
thing of a puzzle to the farmer. 

But after stating that WGN had a clear 
channel—the greatest gift to any radio 
station—the Commission further in its 
opinion admits there might be a little 
trouble from the WGN high power en- 
croaching on the programs of smaller and 
distant stations. But against this, the 
commission blandly stated the benefits of 
the increase would more than overbalance 
the disadvantages. In other words, what 
difference does it make how the little 
station is hampered or drowned out as 
long as the Tribune gets more’ power? 

A Sales Scheme? 


And furthermore, says the commission 
in this opinion: 

“It is to be noted that recent, develop- 
ments in the manufacture of receiving sets 
make at least fairly satisfactory program 
service possible even in areas where there 





is some fading present, and that the mod- 
ern receiver is generally more selective 
than some of the receivers that have been 
used in the past.” 

Yes indeed, radio making and radio 
broadcasting trust. If you have trouble 
selling your new equipment we will fix 
things so the public will have to buy your 
sets and throw away their old ones. 

Yes indeed, farmer and city man. If 
you insist on keeping your old expensive 
radio sets because you can hear all the 
programs you want on them and can’t af- 
ford to buy a new radio we will re-arrange 
the broadcasting set up so you will have 
to discard the old radio and buy a new 
one. 

Why Not An Auto Monopoly? 

If a similar situation held in the auto- 
mobile industry, we might have a Federal 
Automobile Commission regulating just 
what kind of automobile fuel and what 
kind of automobiles should be sold. Let 
us say that after several years, almost all 
those who wanted or could afford to buy 
automobiles had them, and only a ¢eom- 
paratively small number were buying new 
cars. The automobile manufacturers 
would be desperate seeking new markets 
for their automobiles, but as almost all 
the population either had the kind of au- 
tomobile needed or lacked the cash to buy 
one, business was slow. 

Then suddenly the Federal Automobile 
Commission would outlaw the old type of 


gasoline and authorize sale of only a new 
kind of fuel which could not be used in 
the old cars. Those owning the old cars 
would either have to buy new ones or 
walk. Radio listeners can either buy new 
radio sets or listen—in vain. 

(To be continued next week) 
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5 —-,. Consumers’ 
of the Agricultural Ad~ 
mer F sgntsieousn has re- 
sd;the following letter from 
he ‘wife “of a Missouri farmer: 
“ZT have wondered if you under- 
the sit uation of the farm 

fe and mother Just place your- 
aM in my position one hour in 

i your imagination. I have three 
‘fboys, they went in almost rags 
' until it got warm enough to go 
|p Wittiout shirts as I patched until 
‘3 they would no longer hold the 
: ‘thread. I sold 30 roosters and 14 
hens to get school clothes. They 

brought $9.38. Now a studied and 

worried how to divide that out 
ataong three boys. 
doubled in price, shirts had doub- 
led, shoes had more than doubled 
_and the chicken price was mere 
nothing. So where I would gilad- 
ly have relieved the merchant of 
six pairs of overalls I must only 
get three, the cheapest they had 
and then wash again on Saturday 
so they may be clean for school. 
Waiting—Just Waiting 
“My cook stove is worn out un- 
til it is a misery to get a meal on 
it, oil stove beyond use, table 
cloths worn out, bedding run 
down. Cooking utensils 
gone. Why this condition? We 
have done without all we could to 
save our home. Waiting each 
,car for better conditions only for 
each year as it came to cast us 
farther aside. 
“{ do not believe that many 
know the conditions of we coun- 
try people just as they exist. The 
Packer, the grain man, etc., puts 
cut a pretty painted picture and 
tell of their woes and our picture 
*.A’t presented. At the time flour 
sced we were getting 6c for eggs 
d they continued at that price 
“ a number of weeks only the 
t two or three weeks reaching 
and. 17c. Hens 7c, young 
ehnickens 6c. This time of year 
our eggs are scarce and a farmer 
Gces not have a check every Sat- 
urday evening so it is a problem 
to know where the flour is to 
come from. Every crust must be 
eaten and no extra baking: done 
for that sack must last so long. 
Now unless hog prices raise,to be- 
veen $7 and $8 in the next six 
weeks we cannot possibly get out 
and if we loose our home, I’m 
telling you right here, we will sit 
down and it will just be one more 
family to the list to feed and 
clothe and there will be others 
with us. We did succeed and we 
could yet with reasonable prices. 
Food Needed 

“If people could have the foou 
their bodies require for their own 
good, the surplus food would dis- 
appear like by magic. There are 
ople in out little towns that are 
pitiful from lack of food. 

“This country will never be any 
better off than it is now unless 
farm prices are raised so. the 
farm people can have money to 
at least buy the necessities of 
life, When they can buy then 
people can go to work for indus- 
tries will need to get busy. As it 
is we have nothing to buy with 
for what we sell doesn’t bring 
anything and we are compelled to 
go in our few old clothes and eat 
our taters and cabbage.” 
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POULTRY CODE 
A master code of fair competi- 
tion for the marketing division of 


the poultry industry is being dis-{it, and the government and ; state |fj 
cussed with officials of the Agri-|@ Share. 
cultural Adjustment Administra- “ag Minded, 
tion. Reports indicate that it may Des Moines, Ia. if 
be ready for public hearings with- 
in a skort time. LAYING HENS iB 


The. code is designed to remove 


Overalls had: 


about: 
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Unfair Newspapers 
in this column will appear 
the names 6f those newspapers [ 
Which have published discrimi- 
nating articles about our as- 
sociation as per Section 2 and 
3 of Article 138. If you hear of 
others, sefid us the clippings 


Muscatine Journal, Milica 
tine, Iowa. 

Davenport Democrat, Daven- 
port, Towa. 


Ottumwa Courier, Ottumwa 
Iowa. 

Wallace Farmer and lowa 
Homestead, Des Moines, la. — 

The first three are published 
by the Lee Syndicate, which al- 
so publishes the Kewanee, IIL, 
Star-Courier, Mason City 
Globe Gazette, Lincoln, Neb. 
Star and papers at Madison 
Wis., LaCrosse, Wis., and Han- 
nibal, Mo. 














Ask State Factories 
As Aid To Farmers 


BISMARCK, N. D. — Former 
Governor A. C. Townley, is 
preaching anew the establishment 
of state owned enterprises and a 
return to the “original Nonparti- 
san league programs.” 

Touring the state with him is 
United States Senator Lynn J. 
Frazier of North Dakota, who is 
giving his approval to Townley’s 
newest program — the establish- 
of hundreds of small factories over 
the state where farmers and 
workers might exchange their 
products and services “‘without de- 


pendence upon Wall street pir- 
ates.” 

Townley proposes~the federal 
government pay for, establishing 


such factories which would turn 
out basic commodities. A system 
of barter would be started to ex- 
change farm products for “neces- 
sities needed to sustain life.” 

“I believe we can get the 
money,” Townley says, ‘because 
we are getting it now.and will get 
several millions in relief funds be- 


fore the winter is over. If this 
country lends money to Russia, 
why can’t it lend some to _ the 


bolsheviks of North ‘Dakota. All 
we have to do is renew our repu- 
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No Overproduction 
Of Farm Products 


Declares Simpson 





St. Paul, Minn. — “When “the 
people of this country have the 
food they want, we shall discover 
there is no overproduction,” Pres. 
John T. Simpson of the Farmers 
Educational and Cooperative Un- 
ion, has written Pres. Roosevelt. 


The brain trust started “to 
regulate production when it should 
have turned their efforts to the 
consumption end of the problem,” | || 
he said. “They assume there is 
too much meat and they order 
the destruction of five million 
hogs. No one knows’ whether 
there is too much pork or not; it 
has never been tried. There are 
30 million men, women and chil- 
dren in the U. S. hungry for ham 
and bacon. It is my contention, 
when the consumers of this na- 
tion have all the foodstuffs they 
want, we shall discover there is 
no overproduction. 

“Let me remind you that six 
months after your inauguration 
farmers are in @ worse condition 
than they were the day you be- 
came president. A farmer cannot 
take a case of eggs, a can of 
cream, a load of hogs or wheat, 
or a bale of cotton to the market 


and for what he_ receives take 
home as much_ groceries, dry 
goods or farm equipment as he 


this year. 

“Do not let the newspapers kid 
you into believing the farmer is 
happy over your program. Any 
true friend of yours will write | 
you the facts. Your enemies en-j |} 
deavor to keep the facts from 
you.” 





Automobiles are less likely to 
skid at a speed of 30 miles an 
hour on asphalt pavement than 
on any other_kind, according to 
tests by engineers at Iowa State} ]j 
College. Concre.e is less condu-| |! 
cive to skidding than brick or 
gravel up to 30 miles an hour. 





Iowa Jonathan apples mature 
later and have better tolor and 
better keeping quality than those 


could the fourth day of March, e 



















































































We had a dream some years ago, 

To own a farm, and have a home, 
Our lifes savings invested you know, 
Some day it would be all our own, 


We had not foreseen this depression, 
Happy dreams turned to fear and worry, 
Working and saving was a different lesson, 
Ends wouldn’t meet. Sad the story. 


If debts are not paid on time, 
Who cares if you are hard up. 
Foreclosure looms, on taxes a fine, 
Prices are down, more hard luck. 


Insurance agent gives you notice, 
The Doctor says, pay your bills, 
Whole family must see the dentist, 
All want to help to solve your ills. 


We must all have clothes to wear, 
Butcher, baker, and the grocery store, 
Want their bills, Banks close everywhere. 
Farmers broke, still everyone wants more. 


All year from morning till night, 

Hard work, everybody else comes first. 

T. B. test, county agents, A.M.A. get the right, 
Taxes are sky high, times getting worse. 


Here and there, farmers and miners strike, 
Papers spread propaganda that sooths, 
Quiet the masses so they won’t fight, 
Always waiting and hoping for good news. 





Grant the farmers and laborers relief, 

So their families can live, keep their own. 
Direct action, not on the edge of belief, 
Farmers and laborers, seem forgotten and alone, 


By Hattie Kroeger, 
Wilton, Iowa 























grown farther south. 











Dear Editor: 

The things that we read in our 
papers, and the many talks that 
come over the radio, have caused 
me to think that the fundamental 
cause of poverty and hard times 
in this and other countries, is 
selfishness. Henry Wallace seems 
to think there are too many hogs 
in the United States and _ they 
are to get rid of some of them. 
Why not apply the same method 
to some of the hoggish men of our 
United States, by passing a law, 
that no person or corporation 
shall own or control more than 
$3,000,000. After they have ac- 
quired this amount the profits of 
the business in which they are 
engaged, shall be divided, a part 
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cates justice for 














some of the unfair practices in 
methods of marketing poultry and 
eggs and to increase returns to) 
producers. 
reasonable than any attempt to 
deal directly with the more than |}1 
5 million farmers in the 
States who produce and marl 


cet | 
some pouliry and eggs. 
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United | the breeding pen. 


Spread Truth! 
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to the ones who helped to produce if 


The hen laying eggs during the | # 
winter months ean be detected by | Ra 
the blea . 
As egg prices | 
Such a code is more}are highest during these months,! 
poultrymen suggest that winter | 
in/f 


for farm products will not be accomplished with- 
out organization. Join the U.F.F.A., which- advo- 


$10 yearly. You may use produce or post dated 
checks to pay this fee. 
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(Continued from page eight) 
Specified but be subject to a gradual 
whittling down process as the Depaytment, 
from time to time, announces its convic- 
tion that other drugs can be safely ad- 
ministered only by a physician. Of course, 
the Secretary, in matters of that kind, 
would be guided by the views of medical 
men, who very naturally would be uncon- 
sciously swayéd in their judgment by the 
confirmed attitude of the medical profes- 
Let it ~be 
@istinctly understood that I am not ques- 
tioning for a moment the integrity of the 
medical profession. What I do contend, 
for reasons I am endeavoring to make 
plain, is that the proposed plan or method 
for controlling the sale of drug products 
and prepared medicines would be unfair 
to the public, to the manufacturer, and 
even to the profession itself, by reason of 
the fact that it would have the effect of 
placing physicians in the position of de- 
ciding matters in which their own profes- 
sion has a pecuniary interest. Indeed, it 
is no secret that this very criticism has 
been made of the administrative policies 
which have been employed at times in the 
enforcement of the present Food & Drugs 
Act. 


As to the necessary and practical effect | 


of the proposed provisions under discus- 
sion, it is possible to forecast with sub- 
stantial accuracy. After this new Food 
& Drugs Act had become effective, by 
way of illustration as to what the public 
would have to expect and experience no 
anxious mother of limited means could ob- 
tain from the crossroads or corner drug- 
store a medicine she or her family or 
friends had found capable of giving chil- 
dren some degree of relief from the spasms 
or paroxysms of whooping cough, without 
first procuring a prescription from a phy- 
sician and then having it filled by the 
druggist, if she possessed the necessary 
funds. And this would result notwith- 
standing that there are on the market to- 
day preparations which bear claims for 
the beneficial effect just outlined that 
have been passed without objection by the 
Food & Drug Administration. If a manu- 
facturer of prepared medicines, with the 
aid of reputable physicians and chemists, 
has developed a medicine that will aid 
children in connection with the spasms or 
paroxysms of whooping cough, as I per- 
sonally know to be a fact, why should that 
medicine be barred from the market and 
the public deprived of fhe opportunity to 
obtain it merely because it is not a cure 
for all the underlying causes of that dis- 
ease or capable in every case of relieving 
every possible symptom? And why should 
a manufacturer be hranded as a criminal 
if he tells the truth about that medicine 
and sells it for just what it is—a medicine 
that will be helpful and beneficial in some 
degree in the manner indicated? The mere 
suggestion of such a statutory provision 
seems abhorrent to one’s sense of reason 
and justice. A 

Here once more the sponsors of the 
Tugwell Bill, in attempting in effect to 
measure and determine the scope of medi- 
cinal claims according to technical and 
scientific definitions used by physicians 
and scientists, are running squarely coun- 
ter to the uniform decisions of our Fed- 
eral Courts through a long line of cases 
involving the Food & Drugs Act. It is 
settled law that the present statute was 
not written in the precise and _ stilted 
language of the professional man or scien- 
tist but for the average layman or man in 
the street. One court has expressed the 
legal rule thus: 

-“Scientists differ a whole’ lot about 
definitions. This Act (Food & Drugs Act 
of 1906) was framed in ordinary under- 
standable language, which any man _ of 
éasonable education can understand, and 
these are the definitions that are to gov- 


ern.” 


And yet the proponents of the Tugwell 
Bill would ignore this and other legal 
rules of construction and interpretation 
we have discussed and impose upon the 
people a set of paternalistic ideas and 


Tugwell Bill Me 





nace 





theories in statutory form that are repug- 
nant to American traditions and institu- 
tions. 

But the authors of the Tugwell Bill have 
reserved for Section 12 of the proposed 
Food & Drug Act the’ final thrust,—the 
coup de grace by which the doomed busi- 
ness of manufacturing proprietary medi- 
cines may be liquidated with neatness and 
dispatch. That Section reads: 


“Sec. 12 (a) Whenever the Secretary 
finds that the distribution im interstate 
commerce of any class of foods, drugs, or 
cosmetics may, by reason of conditions 
surrounding the manufacture, processing, 
or packing therof, be injurious to health, 
and such injurious nature cannot be ade- 
quately determined after such articles 
have entered interstate commerce, he is 
authorized, after notice and hearing, to 
make such regulations governing the con- 
ditions of manufacture, processing or 
packing as he deems necessary to protect 
the public health, and requiring manu- 
facturers, processors and packers of such 
class of articles to hold a permit condi- 
tioned on compliance with such regula- 
tions.” 

“(b) The Secretary is authorized to is- 
sue such permits for such periods of time 
as he may by regulations prescribe and to 
make regulations governing the issuance 
and renewal thereof. The Secretary is au- 
thorized to suspend immediately upon no- 
tice any permit issued under authority of 
this section if it is found that any of the 
conditions of the permit have been vio- 
lated. The Secretary may reinstate the 
permit whenever, after hearing and an in- 
spection of the establishment, it is found 
that adequate measures have been taken 
to comply with the conditions of the origi- 
nal permit.” p 

Such a permit system, it will be observ- 
ed, may be prescribed as to “any” class 
of drugs, regardless of. the disease condi- 
tions for which they may be _ offered, 
whenever the, Secretary. may feel that the 
Department would have difficulty in mak- 
ing a case against the manufacturer after 
the goods have entered interstate com- 
merce. That the holder of such a permit 
would be completely at the mercy of the 
Department, when ordered to take some 
action he felt to be unwarranted and un- 
just, is not to be doubted. 

To speak plainly and bluntly, this pro- 
posed Section 12 seems aimed at avoid- 
ance of the commerce clause in the Con- 
stitution of the States and calculated to 
extend the jurisdiction of a Federal agency 
to articles which have not yet entered the 
channels of interstate trade or commerce 
It would remove from the official path 
still another legal obstacle, this time in 
the form of a long line of decisions by our 
Supreme Court that manufacture itself is 
not even commerce, much less interstate 
commerce, which heretofore has been an 
indispensable jurisdictional requisite in 
the activities of our Federal agencies. 

Even though it may be permissible to 
suspend constitutional requirements in a 
national emergency in which individual 
sacrifice must be made in the interests of 
the general good, where is there any show- 
ing of necessity or justification, from the 
standpoint, of the public rather than of 
the medical profession, for destroying the 
right of self-medication and driving pre- 
pared medicines off the market, under the 
guise of an emergency health measure? In 
a period when the inadequacy and mount- 
ing cost of medical service supplied by 
physicians has become so widespread and 
serious as to demand the consideration of 
our national and state governments, at a 
time when it never was more essential that 
the great masses of our people be enabled 
to secure simple remedies for ofdinary ail- 
ments at minimum expense, how can it be 
maintained in reason and truth that it 
will be in the interest of the public to take 
away their right of self-medication and 
compel them to rely exclusively upon a 
medical service they may not be able to 
afford, even if it be obtainable? It is com- 
mon knowledge that physicians are con- 





“SAY YOU SAW IT 
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gregating more and more in the centers 
of population and that in many country 
districts propriety remedies form the first 
line of defense against those common ail- 
ments which are a part of existence. When 
the nearest doctor may be miles away, 
are the people to be without the help of 
the prepared medicines they have been 
getting from the crossroads store in ordi- 
nary cases? And what of the medicinal re- 
quirements of people of small means in 
our cities? There may be doctors but no 
money to command their services. 


No new and unusual* conditions have 
developed in this industry. The courts 
and district attorneys are not complain- 
ing of the inadequacy of the present Food 
& Drugs Act and agitating the outlawing 
of self-medication. The public seems to 
be pretty well satisfied with the present 
Food and Drugs Act and in. no mood to 
tolerate official interference with its right 
to self-treatment. If the government has 
lost a good many cases of late, is it not 
possible that the demands upon manu- 
facturers of drug products~+ have been 
found unwarranted and unfair by the 
courts? — 

And wny, may it be asked, when manu- 
facturers of prepared medicines are free- 
ly and wholeheartedly subscribing to codes 
of fair competition which outlaw all de- 
ceptive practices, do the sponsors of the 
Tugwell Bill ignore those codes as well as 
the agencies for their enforcement and 
seek to tear down the safeguards which 
Congress and the courts have provided for 
those in good faith to supply the public 
with the medicines essential to the exer- 
cise of the right of self-medication? Are 
the courts no longer to be entrusted with 
the determination of a manufacturer’s 
honesty or dishonésty, and does the De- 
partment seek to: eliminate all possibility 
of defeat in a proceeding under the Food 
& Drugs Act? While the advocates of this 
proposed legislation hope to have more 
success in selling their ideas and theories 
to members of Congress than they have 
had with our Federal Judges, the reflec- 
tion may be resented on Capitol Hill. Cer- 
tainly the sponsors of the Tugwell Bill 
will have difficulty in convincing Congress 
that the people of today have less intelli- 
gence and need more protection than in 
1906, or that the Food & Drugs Act of that 
year has not worked pretty well after all. 
In the more than a quarter of a cenutry 
during which the present Foods & Drugs 
Act has been in effect, the many decisions 
of our Federal Courts have gradually built 
up a great body of law that has become 
as much a part of the statute as its ex- 
press provisions. Those decisions reflect 
the learning, ability and experience of our 
best legal minds and provide a practical, 
workable basis upon which to enforce the 
provisions of that comprehensive law fair- 
ly to all concerned. Why tear that statute 
from its setting and throw it away? Why 
add to the uncertainty of the moment? 
This is no time for tinkering with statutes 
that Have worked as well as the Food & 
Drugs Act of 1906. 

The moral of all this, as I see it, is that 
we must carry this fight to the people 
themselves. We must show them that 
they would be the heaviest losers under 
the proposed Food & Drugs Act, for it 
would have the effect of taking away their 
right of self-medication. It must be 
demonstrated to them that what is alleged 
to be in their interest, really is in the in- 
terest of only the medical profession, 
which is no more entitled to the special 
favor of Congress at public expense than 
any other profession, trade or calling. 
Once the American people get the facts 
and understand the real nature and ob- 


not be long in expressing their feelings to 
their representatives at Washington, as 
they already have begun to do. 

Let me add what I feel to be a neces- 
sary word of warning. If this fight is 
going te be won, as I believe is entirely 
possible, victory will be gained on the 


ject of this proposed legislation, they will | - 


medicines, rather than upon the demerits 
or shortcomings of some types of physi- 
cians who are no more representative of 
the medical profession as a whole than 
are a few irresponsible manufacturers 
representative of our own industry. The 
true issue should not be clouded or con- 
fused. 

In bringing this address to a close, I 
wish to emphasize the vital necessity for 
manufacturers to organize for concerted 
action. While I fully understand the dif- 
ficulty of maintaining a solid front in 
these eventful and distracting days, and 
though I appreciate how hard it is at 
times for the individual to see beyond his 
immediate and selfish needs to the broader 
field and greater good of group preserva- 
tion, I would remind you that when an 
industry perishes self-preservation for any 
of its members becomes possible only in 
other lines of business. 

May I leave with you the story of the 
two little ducklings who tumbled into a 
tub of milk, the high and smooth sides of 
which did not permit of escape. One 
struggled a little while and then dis- 
couraged because no help was, at hand, 
gave up the battle and sank to its death. 
The other churned away with its little 
feet, struggling to keep afloat, until next 
morning it was found floating safe and 
sound on a ball of butter. Need I say 
more? 


GAS TAX REFUND 


‘Continued from page nine) 
an assumed name send them in from dif- 
ferent points over the state. This fraud 
was finally discovered and the man plead 
guilty and was sentenced. 

“In another instance where the suspi- 
cions of the treasurer’s office were arous- 
ed, an investigation disclosed that a man 
had bought kerosene and altered the in- 
voice so as to show the purchase of gaso- 
line and had altered another invoice cov- 
ering the purchase of gasoline so as to in- 
crease the amount. This fraud also was 
discovered and the man convicted. These 
two instances were brought to light and 
prosecuted by reason of the high degree 
of diligence and care which is now being 
exercised in the treasurer’s office, but the 
committee is convinced that there are 
other claims where the fraud cannot be 
detected from the face of the claim and 
where the claimants are using motor ve- 
hicle fuel in vehicles and claiming a re- 
fund thereon.” 








Government Owes Almost 
Twenty Three Billions 


“WASHINGTON — When Uncle Sam 
closed his books at the end of the fiscal 
year, June 30, there was a deficit of ap- 
proximately $1,750,000,000. It was - the 
second largest peace-time deficit on rec- 
ord, amounting to $4,800,000 for each day 
of the year. The government was forced 
to borrow, carrying the public debt to the 
highest level since 1922 at $22,500,000,000. 
In addition, a total of $1,240,692,983 
was advanced to the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Corporation. If this were included 
in the budget, the year’s deficit would be 
increased to approximately $3,000,000,000. 
In the previous fiscal year ending June 
30, 1932, the federal government ‘ran in 
the red” $2,885,400,000. 

The government spent $10,800,000 for 
each twenty-four hours of the fiscal year 
ending June 30, last. Its daily income 
was approximately $6,000,000, which in- 
dicates that the government had to bor- 
row $4,800,000 every day. Db 
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RIGHT DIET HELPS ELIMINATE 
- SOME DISORDERS OF KIDNEYS 





By G. W. REMSBURG, N. D. 

in Nature’s Path Magazine 

Few people ever suspect them- 
selves of having kidney trouble, 
because the kidneys seldom give 
warning in pains and people are 
slow to believe that any thing is 
wrong with them; yet it is a re- 
grettable fact that almost seven 
adults out of every ten are suffer- 
ing with some form of kidney dis- 
order. I am not a crepe hanger, 
but a flagman, flashing the warn- 
ing before it is too late. 


Our rich and abundant diet;Common Sweat Bath at 





and remove all congestion. This 
will prolong the life of any one. 

Bathe often. The skin must be 
made active and efficient again. 
The patient must begin a course 
of baths, the very best that he 
can secure. An active’skin can be 
made to compensate for the kid- 
neys. Keep the skin active in 
order that it may do its part well. 
Baths are the only thing that can 
make and keep it efficient.. This 
will take a great load off the kid- 
neys. A Russian, a Turkish, a 
home, 


and a perverted appetite brought}/and the Oven bath are probably 


on by wrong Food Combinations 
and too few varieties and too few 


the best ones to take, although an 
Electric Light *Bath is excellent. 


baths are some of the causes of|The Common Sweat Bath, and 


nearly all kidney disorders. Eat- 


the Sweat Pack are the best for 


ing too much protein, sugar, fat,| eliminating the poisons, and re- 


starch, and a failure to eat the 
Cell Salts (generally spoken of a 
Mineral Salts), and live vitamins 
are causes that should not be over- 
looked. 


lieving the kidneys. 

One cannot take too many 
baths, the more the better for 
anyone especially those with 
kidney disorders. If the skin is 


People generally are too pros-|one hundred per cent efficient, it 
perous, when it comes to eating.| will take the larger load off the 


It has made gluttons 
Then, too, only a few people put 


of. many. | kidneys. . 


A spare diet, exercise, work, 


health above pleasure, and so they| baths and a happy outlook on 
cram with wrong Food Combina-|life, are the saving graces for 


tions and pay the price. 
those persons, who are 


health daily, deny themselves cer-|culation and elimination. 


Only|most kidney disorders. 
seeking} and work and play promote cir- 


Exercise 


They 


tain foods and excess amounts,|aid Nature in burning up the ex- 


when they realize what 


wrong]cess waste and lengthen the life 


food, incorrect Food Combinations | of the patient. 


and improperly prepared § and 
cooked will do .to 


those who study health, and want/| the sunlight 


them. Only/daily Sun Baths. 


Good health depends upon 
Nothing equals 


in brilliancy and 


and expect it to continue; are very} health giving. Sun and Air baths 


careful as to the kind, 


amount/are good for weak and 


strong 


and correct Food Combinations. | alike. They make the weak strong 


They look to others, who can give|and keep the strong well. 
them the correct.menus to suit}them often 


Take 
and be well and 


their cases. Such people look for! happy. 


future pleasure and deny them- 


selves for the time being, and re-| pure, fresh air day and 


Be sure that you are breathing 
night. 


ceive in return much for that! When the first fall days come, 


denial. 


Sometimes kidney disorder is; houses. 


'do not seal yourself in air tight 


Let in the God given 


brought on by young people, who!oxygen hourly. Do not be afraid 


go to excess often in 


eating,|to open the doors and 


windows 


drinking and carousing late,)' and | often. 


especially those whose - training 


and physique have allowed them| more Oxygen. 
There are, other|is the only way this can be done, 


sexual excesses, 


habits that are detrimental too.| unless one 


Those who eat regularly at res- 
taurants and lunch counters are 
sure to suffer, sooner or later, 
with some form of kidney dis- 
order, because of the highly sea- | 
soned and generally inferior, food 
served, and too because of .. the 
high temperature that the | food 
has been cooked that all, or near- 
ly all vitamins are destroyed. 
Many denatured foods are served 
too. 

Stimulants of all kinds tend, to 
break down the structure of the 
kidneys, A large consumption- of 
meat, alcoholic liquors, pepper, 
salt, vinegar, mustard, sugar, 
candy, the whites of eggs, and 
much drugging, are very injur- 
ious, and if continued long enough 
may bring on an_attack of Bright's 
disease. The only safe way is to 
eliminate them entirely from your 
dietary. After a short period of 
time, while eating the — essential 
foods in the proper Food Combi- 
nations, you will scarcely miss 
them. 

When the body is unduly taxed 
or burdened with substances that 
it cannot use, the kidneys will be- 
come weakened, and unable to 
function, as they should. First 
one notices a feeling of heat in 
the kidneys, caused by Improper 
Food Combinations, wrong food, 
too much food and stimulants. If 
nothing is done to relieve the con- 
gestion it becomes permanent, but 
if the warning is heeded the con- 
gestion can be arrested and re- 
moved. The proper thing to do 
is to flush the kidneys by eating 
watermelon, cantaloupe, and 
honey dew melon, or take a ten 
day’s Food Rest. If one eats 
watermelon, cantaloupe, and 
honey dew melon for five to ten 


days, he will see a great improve- |: 


ment in his kidneys. These three |: 
foods eaten alone, as a special 
diet will alkalize the blood and 
thoroughly wash out the kidneys, 





——— 


You must supply the body with 
Mouth breathing 


takes to sprinting 
daily. Suck, or draw the air into 
the open mouth often during the 
day. One must practice it to be- 
come efficient in Mouth Breath- 
ing. 

FLUSHING THE KIDNEYS 
(Not to be used in Sugar Diabetes, 
It is fine for Bright’s Disease) 

Omit breakfast for seven 
mornings and instead’ drink a 
glass of grape juice to which the 
juice of one lemon has been add- 
ed. Do not sweeten the mixture. 
Drink all the water that you feel 
you can safely drink before the 
next meal, but be sure to take no 
other food. This makes a flush 
combination that cannot be ex- 
celled. It is the best of all reme- 
dies, because it is fruit in Na- 
ture’s best combinations. It will 
cleanse, cool, heal and remove the 
inflammation. I am speaking of 
Concord grapes and Moore’s Early 
Grapes. 

Follow the flushing with fruit 
diet from three to ten days, all 
depending upon the condition of 
the patient. 

THE FRUIT AND SEMI-FRUIT 
DIET 
This diet is low in protein con- 











WHY GROW OLD? 


Old age is disease. Disease is 
degeneration. Prevent degén- 
"eration and you prevent dis- 
ease. Our magazine explains 


the most startling of Nature's 


“5 
- eee 


strange secrets. 





~ THE DARK AGES 


By Dr. J. A. FELTON 

Holland and Denmark had an 
epidemic of “Sleeping Sickness.” 
An investigation was ordered by 
the government. Vaccination is 
the cause, reported the investiga- 
tors. And all vaccination was im- 
mediately suspended. 





tent, and should not be used for 
more than ten days at a time. 


Morning: Tomatoes, celery, 
mangoes, figs. 
Substitutes: Apricots, raisins, 


dates, cucumber, oranges, grapes, 

cantaloupe, pears. 
Noon: Grapefruit, 

pears, apples. 
Substitutes: Cantaloupe, grapes, 


mangoes, 


peaches, melon, pears, apples, 
celery, mangoes. 

Night :Apples, pears grapes, 
dates. 

Substitutes: Tomatoes, melon, 


mongoes, figs, peaches, celery, cu- 
cumber, dates. 


Morning: Pineapple, apple, 
pears, figs. 

Substitutes: Cantaloupe, 
lemons, mangoes, dates, melon, 


oranges, grapes, raisins. 

Noon: Tomatoes, mangoes, nuts, 
figs. 

Substitutes: Pineapple, pears, 
apples, celery, cantaloupe, man- 
goes, celery, dates. 

Night: Oranges, grapes, raisins, 
figs. 

Substitutes: Pineapple , apple, 
pears, dates, melon, mangoes, can- 





taloupe, celery. : 





St. Louis is a _ well-vaccinated 
city.. An epidemic of ‘Sleeping 
Sickness” began there in mid 
July, with nearly 1000 cases, and 
almost 200 deaths at this writing. 
Has there been any investigation? 
Yes; by the Health Board., The 
Board began a hunt for germs 
and for serums to kill the germs 
if and when found. Recently, 
nothing has appeared in the 
paper about the matter. It has 
been smothered down. 

What would have happened in 
St. Louis had the bullets of gang- 
sters .wounded 1000 people and 
killed 200 more? What happens 
when people die from virus pump- 
ed directly into their blood stream 
by a’gang of racketeers called 
medical doctors? Nothing but a 
hunt for germs and serums. 

During the last couple of 
years, the Depression has caused 
such a curtailment of tax money 
for the support of public schools, 
that the very educational struc- 
ture ‘of our Nation is threatened 
in all but a few isolated areas. 

But when these curtailments 
were being made, the Health 
Board of every state, supported 
by the U. S. Public Health De- 
partment, cried out: Do not en- 
danger the public health by slash- 
ing appropriations for the support 
of the Health Departments. . 


The Health Departments of our 
states and Nation are nothing 
more nor less than departments 
of exploitation and profit. They 
furnish work for medico-political 
doctors, and furnish an outlet for 
the products of the serum trust. 











— — 


All that is done by Health De- 
partments to “protect the public 
health,” is the injection of virus 
into the blood streams of the silly 
people. who submit to it. 


These Health Departments are 
slowly but surely gaining control 
of our government, and already 
we can see in the distance the 
shadows of another Dark Age ap- 
proaching. The education of our 
children is and must be neglect- 
ed in order to provide funds for 
Health Departments. Our = chil- 
dren shall grow up in ignorance, 
and medical dectors ‘will pump 
their bodies full of virus, to pro- 
tect their health. — How To Live 
Magazine. 











The Truth Shall 
Make You Free! 


If every American knew 
the truth on the grafting of 
politicians, the trickery, and 
| Slavery policies of Big Busi- 

ness, the chicanery of stock 
market gamblers and the dis- 
honesty of some _ bankers 
there would be a speedy end 
to our depression. 

Why not help spread this 
truth to your fellow Ameri- 
cans. Give or mail a copy of 
the Free Press to your 
friends, and suggest that 
they subscribe. 























Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On’ 
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your broken lenses at reasonable cost. 


' BAKER HOSPITAL 


i _ W.W. POTTER, M.D. Lessee 
! Muscatine Iowa. 





HEMORRHOIDS (Piles) | 
VARICOSE VEINS t 


| Treated Without X-Ray | ih 
. Radium Or Operations HH 





To protect patients.and public from “quack” statements we . ! 
invite investigation to prove that the methods used at our hos- Mt 
pital in the treatment of cancer, hemorrhoids, varicose veins, | 
kidney bladder, prostate glands, fistula, asthma, gall bladder, Hi 
and rheumatism have proved successful without operations, HIN 
radium or X-ray. Facts, data and records have been carefully 
compiled in an interesting booklet. Send for it. il 


| FAMOUS BAKER CANCER =f 
| FORMULA AND TREATMENT =f 
| 


EYE, EAR, NOSE AND THROAT TREATMENTS | 


GLASSES SCIENTIFICALLY FITTED. We can duplicate HH 


Bring them in, Hii 
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‘with leaps and bounds. 
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LETTERS FROM READERS 








Readers are invited to sub- 
mit their views on current 
topics for publication in 
these columns. Typewritten, 
doublespaced letters less than 
300 words written on only 
one side of«paper are prefer- 
red, Your name will not be 
printed if requested, but all 
letters must be signed and 
‘no attention will be paid to 
anonymous communications. 


i 











FEARS ROOSEVELT 


ELECTED 100 LATE 
TO SAVE COUNTRY 


‘Dear Editor: 

After the World War the 
European countries owing. the 
United States a great amount of 
money, pleaded to have their 
debts reduced saying to pay us 
would make slaves of their people 
so we cancelled their debts seven- 
ty per cent. Relieved of this ob- 
ligation their countries advanced 
France, 
laid waste by war, her man power 
reduced to old men and boys, is 
now the richest country in the 
world. 

England would be the richest 
were it not that she is engaged in 
war most of the time. Italy has 
made a wonderful advance. Russia 
is now rated as one of the great 
powers. Japan is forging ahead 
at a rapid pace; and America the 
flower of the flock is on the 
yerge of collapse. 

Knowing Mr. Roosevelt to be a 
man that the international bank- 
ers could not buy we hoped he 
could save the country but was 
too far gone. Had he come soon- 
er what a blessing it would be to 
eur poor suffering people. Our 
government overwhelmed with 
debt, our cities, and towns, our 
states and counties, our townships 
and our people all bankrupt, 
schools closed, trade paralyzed, 
millions unemployed ragged and 
hungry. The working man losing 
his home the farmer losing his 
farm, the merchant losing his 
business and the manufacturer 
losing his factory. 

Privation and disolation every- 
where, and after losing what we 
worked a lifetime to obtain our 
debt is still two hundred and 
twenty-five billion dollars and the 
interest we must pay is more than 
“one billion dollars a month.” 

Our buying power gone and 
having no medium of exchange 
we resorted to wooden money and 
scrip, but the international bank- 
ers would not accept wooden 
money or scrip so our government 
ls compelled to borrow money 
from the international bankers to 
pay the international bankers 
their interest. 

Mr. Hoover told us there was 
no panic, no depression (and 
what he said was true). 

On July first, 1933 there was in 
the United States seven hundred 
million dollars more than ever was 
before, we are blessed with ev- 
erything we, need to make’ us 
happy and independent. Last 
year in one county in California 
there were three thousand train- 
loads of fruit left on the farms to 
rot. 

Thousands cf acres of vege- 
tables rotted in the fields. We 
have too much of everything. 

Then what is the cause of such 
outlandish conditions? The cause 
is: one eighth of one per cent of 
our people have 60 per cent of 
the wealth of the country, and 
less than four per cent of the 
people have 85 per cent of the 
country’s wealth and our greatest 





minds say conditions will not be 


better till this wealth is back in 
the channels of trade and into the 
hands of the people. 

The American peonle willing}y 


cancelled European debts when 
showing it would enslave the peo- 
ple of Europe if compelled to pay 
us. 

We are much worse off than the 
people of Europe were after the 
war. . 

Why not ask our creditors to 
treat us as we treated others when 
in distress? 

The loan companys show no 
leniency to our people. 

Have the farmers unions nab. 
fy the farmers to pay no taxes 
and. pay no interest till mortgages 
are reduced to the actual value of 
the farm and force their demands 
by adding there will never be a 
crop raised on any farm foreclos- 
ed since Jan. 1929 tiH those terms 
are complied with. 

Let the labor unions notify their 
members to pay no taxes and pay 
no interest till mortgages are re- 
duced to the actual value of the 
property and that all property 
foreclosed must be returned to the 
rightful owners. The people who 
lost property or about to lose it 
want the privilege to buy it back 
at its real value and they will give 
a-share of the net profit till paid 
for. Then let the government re- 
establish the manufacturer and 
the merchant by making him long 
time loans at a low rate of inter- 
est. Put a medium of exchange 
in circulation to restore buying 
power. The farmer cannot expect 
higher prices for what he has to 
sell till the people have the where- 
with to buy. 


John Paly, 
Long Beach, Calif. 





_ HE DISLIKES F. D. R. 
Dear Editor: 

Only a few months ago the lov- 
ing arms of the American people 
rapturously ‘embraced Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and raised him to 
the highest pedestal of temporal 
power and glory. For _ several 
months afterward all visitors. to 
the White House were reporting 
that they had found the President 
happy as a child, beaming with a 
perpetual smile; and then all of a 
sudden—like a bolt from a clear 
sky—comes the announcement 
that the President is unhappy; 
and that he no longer smiles, 

Why? Because the people have 
withdrawn their affection from 
him;—all of them, except his 
Wall Street playmates and the 
patronage-pampered politicians. 

Mr. Roosevelt’s public speeches 
are dripping with pity for the 
people who voted for him; to 
cheer them he is promising to 
make them rich; to distribute 
wealth among them. His speeches 
also contain furious execrations 
against the usurers and money 
changers who so generously fi- 
nanced his campaign. 

His official acts are a_ perfect 
contrast to his speeches: The 
people are being pushed deeper 
and deeper into poverty and de- 
gredation, while their fate is pass- 
ing into a more complete control 
of the money changers. 

He descends the speaker’s ros- 
trum, his eyes all blurred with 
tears for the brave veterans; he 
had just promised them the etern- 
al gratitude of the nation; and 
now he orders them dragged out 
of their hospital beds into the 
alley—for ECONOMY ’S sake; and 
and the emolument from this in- 
human economy is promptly 
shoveled into the coffers of the 
horrid money-changers, whom the 
President was whipping with such 
alacrity in his speech. 

The speeches of presidents and 
kings should never be taken at 
their face value. Mr. Roosevelt 
can well afford to be humane, or 
even generous to the public in his 
orations; but he must be practical 
in his acts. 

Even a dumbbell ought to know 
that the President cannot be 
conscientiously promoting the 
people’s cause one day, and the 
next day go on a pieasure cruise 





in Mr. Baruch’s or Mr. Vincent 
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| Astor’s yacht. 
Just a Voter, 
Tampa, Fla. 





IT’S NEEDED 
Dear Editor: 

We rural folks and the labor- 
ing class in the city can be glad 
that we have a weekly newspaper 
like the Midwest Free Press. It is 
good for all classes of people who 
like to know the truth, on most 
things that happen in this 
world. The average farmer does 
not care for a strictly farm paper, 
as most of them are never read 
way through, nor do the average 
city folks want a paper or maga- 
zine that the rural folks have. A 
paper like the Free Press should 
be set up so it is interesting to 
most of the rural and city folks 
alike, they get to know themselves 
more how the other half lives. 


We stockholders can be thank- 
ful the Free Press still is theirs it 
has been hard sledding as the 
saying goes these hard times. 

Most of us rural folks work 
hard all year, and must borrow 
money besides to hold on to our 
property and pay our debts. 

Sometimes I think it is real 
good that we have persons like 
Baker and Brinkley on the air 
that talk as they do regarding 
human health. Else the A. M. A. 
or‘a lot of doctors would have ev- 


that too much now. 


talked along the lines of health a 
lot like Brinkley does only on a 
different subject. 

It seems they come across the 
same path in time even if it is 
against their ethics. They see 
others make a success of it. 

The average doctor is after the 
dollar just as well as anybody 
else. Often more so. They have 
the power to make the legislature 
pass laws in their favor so it will 
give them work and of course 
money. A LOT OF PEOPLE 
KNOW THAT. To my mind peo- 
ple turn more and more to the 
drugless healer rather than aver- 
age doctor or specialists that be- 
long to the Big Association. 

Hattie Kroeger, 
Wilton, Iowa 





Malevolent Morgan 
Influence Passed 
Says Rev. Coughlin 





DETROIT — The Rev. Charles 
E. Coughlin, radio pastor, said in 
a@ speech broadcast Sunday that 
“the malevolent influence of the 
Morgans” passed with the retire- 
ment of Secretary William H. 
Woodin and Undersecretary Dean 
Acheson from the Treasury De- 
partment. 

Asserting the President’s plans 
and promises to the nation will 
be kept, Father Coughlin said: 

“Two weeks ago I informed you 
that the money changérs were al- 
ready out of the temple. Today 
you know this to be a fact. Mr. 
Woodin and Mr. Acheson are dis- 
missed in no impolite but uncer- 
tain manner from the treasury. 
With their departure passes the 
malevolent influence of the Mor- 
gans. With their departure there 
comes an end to one of the chief 
obstructions to our financial 
emancipation.” 

Father Coughlin reiterated pre- 
vious predictions that silver would 
be remonetized, but added that 
“by this there is no implication 
that the Bryan theory of silver 
will be put into practice.” 

“And finally,” he said, “you 
can expect the Constitution of the 
United States also to be restored 
—a constitution that was scrapped 
like paper by international bank- 
ers while they abrogated to them- 
selves the right of coining cur- 
rency, of possessing and abusing 
the gold that belongs to this na- 
ticn.” 








Spread Truth! Pass This Paper On 


GOVERNMENT DEBTS 
Dear Editor: 

In his address to the American 
Legion on Oetober 2, President 
Roosevelt said: “It was because of 
this that we undertook to take 
the national treasury out of the 
red and put it into the black.” 


If such a thing is possible as 
that your banker allows you to 
overdraw your account (if you 
still happen to have one) you 
may get a statement on the first 
of the month showing you are in 
the red (overdrawn). 


If you don’t have any money, 
the natural thing to do is to step 
into the bank and give your note 
for enough to cover the overdraft? 
and to carry you on for another: 
month. 

You may keep this up month 
after month until the interest be- 
gins to eat you up and devour 
you and all. you possess — then 
what? 

Well, that is just what our 
United States treasury depart- 
ment is doing—it is continually 
changing from red to black and 
black to red again. 

The first 21 days of October 





shows a deficit of $176,000,000 ' 


(back into the red). Of this sum, 
$122,000,000-was for interest alone 
—almost $6,000,000 a day. 


Sinee June 30, 1931, the public 
debt has increased from $16,800,- 
000;000 to $24,000;600,000—an in- 
crease of $7,000,000,000, or near- 
ly 50 per cent in 28 months. 

For how long can this or any 
other administration successfully 
juggle the figures from red into 
black in this manner? 

There is only one solution: l- 
sue currency instead of bonds, 
and save the interest. 

S. K, 
Davenport, Iowa 








PASS IT ALONG 


If you agree that exposes 
of Big Business crookedness 
_ such as those given in the 
Midwest Free Press are need- 
ed in Ameriea, pass this 
paper along to a friend or 
neighbor. You can mel the 
Free Press anywhere in the 
United States for a two cent 
stamp. Just wrap it, ad- 
dress and mail. 
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erything their own way, they have |, 


A short time ago while listen- j 
ing to a Chicago station, a doctor | * 





BILLIONS FOR 





But Not A Dollar For Industry 


SPECULATION 











“Oh ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the sky; but can 
ye not discern the signs of the times.” (Matt. 16:3.) 
We live in a world of artificially manipulated prices, of every 


essential commodity. 


A picture of intentional, manipulated INSTABILITY. 
The price rise we have been witnessing since April is not the re- 
sult of money devaluation, nor the operation of the law of supply 


and demand. 


We have been witnessing the phenomena of SPECULATION. 

A mad flight from the dollar into stocks or goods upon the Presi- 
dent’s proclamation merely declining international gold payments. 
A flight by persons who did not know what it was all about, but to 
whom the possession of wealth in any form means uneasy appre- 


hensive vigilance. 


Speculation in the international money market. Internationa 


confusion. 


Speculation in stocks and commodities. Fluctuation of securities 
without reference to their sound values or their past or prospective 


earnings. 
Speculation in foodstuffs and 


essential commodities. Manipulat- 


ed prices unrelated to the known consumer demand and the equally 


known purchasing power. 


Disorganizing price fluctuations, apparently without rhyme or 
reason, but underneath it all a shrewd controlling, directing manipu- 
lation by chiselers who do not care which way prices go, but who 
abhor stability and therefore constantly seek to either artificially 


inflate or depress. 


ANYTHING BUT STABILITY. 

A picture of a powerful, arrogant, unscrupulous, irresponsible 
parasitic group who have come into control of the essential mechan- 
isms which dictate the price at which the world trade is conducted. 
Who make a Roman holiday of catastrophes which wreck the care- 
fully planned structure of years, of the constructive efforts of genius 


and energy. 


A picture of banks declining loans to corporations for the pur- 
chase of raw materials and payrolls—loaning freely to SPECULA- 


TORS to manipulate the prices of 
corporations. 


the common stocks of the same 


Banks declining loans to the cotton farmer for production—to 
the cotton mill for operating expenses—to the merchant for inven- 
tory increase—but anxious to loan the SPECULATOR in cotton or 
cotton products, or to manipulate the quoted price of the stocks of 


the cotton mills. 


A similar picture in all primary commodities markets. 
Billions for speculation—but not one dollar for legitimate com- 


merce or industry. 


Analyzing our situation, it is clear that we have in operation two 


powerful ANTAGONISTIC forces. 


A constructive force strugylmg 


for ordered stable procedure as a basis for recovery — a destructive 
force determined not to permit stability, not to permit ordered im- 


provement, but on the other hand, 


exaggerating every slight sign of 


improvement, and when business fails to support this exaggeration, 
equally active in exaggerating this apparent failure, and directing 
their energies and powerful resources toward DESTRUCTION. 

A campaign of continuous calculated DISORDER. 

A vicious, powerful and unscrupulous force which is constantly, 
intentionally and shrewdly confusing the nation and discouraging 
and defeating progress and is destroying civilization. 


THE PRESIDENT 


SHOULD BY PROCLAMATION IMMEDI- 


ATELY SUSPEND MARGIN TRADING IN SECURITIES, COMMOD- 
ITIES AND FOREIGN EXCHANGE, TO REMAIN EFFECTIVE UN- 
TI CONGRESS CAN DEAL WITH THESE DISORGANIZING AC- 
TIVITIES. — Roberi H. Hemphill in Chicago Herald-Examiner. 
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CITY MANAGER PLAN STARTS 
MUSCATINE POLITICAL FIGHT 





(Continned from page one) 
ment when it has been tried and 
then rejected by Cleveland, In- 
dianapolis, Bettendorf and num- 
erous other cities and towns as 
tyrannical and expensive? 

“Mr. Spaethe in-another section 
of the Journal advertises for ten 
men to circulate petition for com- 
pensation. It will take thirty 
days for these men to circulate 
these petitions, and figuring that 
they pay these men a living wage, 
say Three Dollars per day, it will 
cost for these ten men the sum 
of Nine Hundred ($900.00) Dol- 
lars; judging by the number that 
they employed five years ago to 
circulate a like petition they will 
most likely employ twenty men 
and women this time, and _ that 
would mean an expenditure of 
Eighteen Hundred ($1800.00) Dol- 
lars simply to secure the signa- 
tures to the petitions. 

“Then comes the election for a 
thirty day period, as the law re- 
quires the petition to be filed 
thirty days before the election is 
cailed. During this thirty day 
period of campaign the _ secret 
forces behind the City Manager 
Plan will most likely spend Five 
to Ten Thousand Dollars. 

“Do the citizens of Muscatine 


believe for a moment that John} 


M. Kemble, C. H. Spaethe and 
Joseph Bilkey are furnishing such 
sums for money from their indi- 
vidual pockets? Never. 
Two Golden Eggs . 

“What do the men who are fur- 
nishing this money want to grab 
or take over? You Know there are 
only two golden eggs in the nest, 
the Water and Lig 

“Let all loyal citizens 
















themselves as a Committ of 
Cne, a Minute Man or Minute 
Woman, to 7 bavi ‘th and — fight 
this brazen at to place: our 
Lignt and Water Plants and all 


other departments of.our city gov- 
ernment under an Imported .Dic- 


tater. 


“Yours for Representative Gov- 
ernment according to the Consti- 
tution as drafted by our fore- 
fathers.” 


Mr. Spaethe’s cothmunication to 
the Journal stated: 

“To the voters and 
of Muscatine, Ia. 

“My notice has been called to a 
hand bill that has been circulated 
in the city headed warning, which 
read in part that ancther effort 
is to be made by a private power 
corporation to secure control of 
our city government and intimat- 
ing that John M. Kemble is the 
instigator of this. 

“The facts are this writer re- 
quested Mr. Kemble to draw up 
a legal petition, just as any one 
would empioy an attorney’ to 
draw up a legal form, and we 
expect to pay him for this work. 

“We would also state that Joe 
Bilkey has been selected to at- 
tend to the circulation of this 
petition. 

“The ‘warning’ no more, no less 
needs no further comments. 

“Assumes Responsibility” 

“The writer assumes all respon- 
sibility for the effort to bring be- 
fore the citizens of Muscatine a 
change in our system of govern- 
ment and if we can get the sup- 
port of our fellow citizens we are 
confident we can pull it over. We 
are working for the interests of 
Muscatine as we see it, first, last 
and all the time and no so called 
power trust, political trust or any 
other kind of trust has any 
strings on me. 

“Neither are we expecting an 
office or would we be so foolish 
to accept one.” 

“Warning” 

The “hand bill” mentioned by 
Mr, Spaethe with a large type 
heading ‘warning!’ was distrib- 
uted to many homes in the city. 
It stated: 

“To The Citizens of Muscatine: 

“After five years another effort 
is to be made by a Private Power 


tax payers 





= city government. 

“A petition has been prepared 
and typewritten in the office of 
John M. Kemble, an officer and 
director of the Federal Construc- 
tion Company (Known as Moscow 
Power Company) and is about to 
be circulated throughout the city 
requesting the Mayor to submit a 
proposal at the coming election 
to abandon the present form of 
government and to install or erect 
in place thereof a City Manager 
or Dictator. All departments of 
the city will be under his control. 

Pienty of Money 

“Plenty of money will be spent 
to put over this petition and elec- 
tion. 

“The present Mayor will be for 
it. 

“Do you want to turn the con- 
trol of our Electric Light and 
Water Plants over to one man 
who will be named by the Private 
Power Interests? 

“Be on your guard. Tell all 
loyal citizens to beware and not 
to sign any petition for a City 
Manager Government. 

“Dated this 24th day of Novem- 
ber, 1933. 

“J. A. DICKERSON, 

“HOWARD FINLEY, 

“J. U. REHMEL, 

“A. M. CANFIELD.” 
What Happened to Mr. Rehmel? 

Mr. Rehmel, one of the signers 
of the “warning,” however in a 
‘notice’ inserted in Monday’s is- 
sue of the Muscatine Journal de- 
clared: - 

“Although I am opposed to a 
proposal to install a city manager 
plan in Muscatine, I have not au- 
horized the use of my name in 
hand bills now being circulated 
against it.” ° 





FAIR PAY AND PROSPERITY 

“Ii labor and the’ rest of our 
people had wages high enough to 
enable them to buy ‘the products 
of their work, then everyone would 
find work with fair pay, and pros- 
perity would return bringing fair 
profits to employers.” 

This is not the voice of a labor 
leader, but that of Edward A. Fi- 
lene, head of a great Boston de- 
partment store, member of the 
United States Chamber of Com- 
merce, and one of the best known 








Eliminate Rascals 


Who Rob The Poor 


“J get one of the big city 
daily papers and read lots of 
news in it,” writes a Free 
Press subscriber, “but each 
week I look forward with in- 
terest to the Free Press to 
see what the big paper ‘for- 
got. If every voter in the 
United States would read a 
paper like the Free Press we 
could cut down some of these 
rascals who caused our 
troubles.” 

Do your friends a favor 
and give or mail them a copy 
of the Free Press! 























USURY AND MAMMON 


Dear Editor: 

The Bible tells us that “you can 
not serve God and Mammon.” 
Webster defines Mammon as “God 
of riches.” Usury is Mammon’s 
weapon — or “perpettial motion” 
that is used to drain the wealth 
from the real producer in order 
to keep the populace in serfdom. 
Is it not a fact that we are all 
serving Mammon? Many of us 
have served this God unwittingly 
as we have been borne into a sys- 
tem so well developed and shrewd- 
ly schemed that we have taken it 
for granted that it has to be that 
way. As long as the majority of 
the people are possessed by the 
Mammon spirit we can not ex- 
pect any permanent. relief but as 
we wake up and see the monster 
in its full power of destruction we 
begin to wonder if we have not 
“buried our talent” and have un- 
wittingly been bowing before this 
monster called “Mammon.” Is it 
not a fact that under our present 
system we are practically com- 
pelled to bow to this false god? 
We may try to console ourselves 
with poor excuses for serving this 
beast, and try to pacify our minds 
that we must do the best we can 
and take advantage of our weaker 
brother while under such system, 
but who knows when the facts! 
will dawn upon’the public and 
revolution will follow. By the 
methods of the big financiers we 
can see that they, like Nero, 
maybe “fiddling:;while Rome _ is 
burning.” , 
B. Kj, 





business men of the nation. 


Minneapolis, Minn, 





CHICAGO — Receivers of Illi- 
nois state banks whose job it is 
to liquidate closed banks and pay 
off depositors and other creditors, 
have been paid $1,091,950 for their 
services. 

Seventy-one of the ninety-eight 
receivers handled only one bank 
each, twenty of them had charge 
of two banks, five each controlled 
the destinies of three banks. Ir- 
win T. Gilruth, who has been 
supervising the work in the Bain 
banks,’ has controlled twelve. 
The salaries of receivers vary 
with the size of the bank. Their 
pay, differing from that of the 
lawyers, is usually on a regular 
monthly basis. Lawyers present 
bills calculated on an hourly or 
daily basis of services rendered. 
The largest fee paid to any one 
received was to Gilruth, who has 
received a total of $82,410. Only 
three of the twelve banks hand- 
led by him have paid a dividend. 
It was a 10 per cent dividend in 
each case, and the total of the 
three was $127,767. The twelve 
Bain banks closed on June 9, 1931. 

$50,000 Fee 

Gen. Abel Davis, receiver for 
the City State Bank, which clos- 
ed November 2, 1929—one of the 
first to go—has been paid a total 
of $50,000. This bank has paid a 
32 per cent dividend amounting to 
$915,538 

Salary totaling $43,688 has 
been paid William H. Beckman, 
according to the auditor’s report 





Corporation to secure control of 


LAWYERS MAKING HUGE FEES 
FROM CLOSED ILLINOIS BANKS 





of September 30, for being re- 
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ceiver of the Lake View State 
Bank, which closed September 22, 
1930. This bank‘has paid a divi- 
dend to depositors of 30 per cent, 
giving them a total of $1,711,887. 

E. J. Zuehls, who has handled 
the affairs of three banks, all of 
which ceased to do business in 
August, 1930, has been paid $43,- 
000 for his services. The Citizens 
Trust & Savings Bank, one of the 
three handled by Zuehls, has paid 
a dividend of 25 per cent, amount- 
ing to $255,978. The others have 
paid no dividend. 

Up until September 30 twelve 
Chicago law firms received fees 
totaling in excess of $25,000 each, 
and ranging as high as $77,500, for 
representing closed banks in Cook 
County. Their total fees for 
handling the affairs of twenty- 
eight defunct banks amounted to 
$590,290. 

This $590,290 was part of $2,- 
232,052 allowed fifty-nine lawyers 
for representing 130 banks now in 
process of liquidation in the 
county. Lawyers had their fees 
allowed yet. 

And besides paying the lawyers 
$254,956 has been paid out in 
other expenses. 

The largest fee received by the 
twelve law firms for representing 
any one bank, according to the 
state auditor’s records, was $60,000 
paid to Deneen, Healy & Lee. The 
smallest fee was $2,890 paid to 
Glenn, Schwartz, Real & Brown- 
ing. But each firm had addition- 





al fees. 
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“MAN’S CASTLE” 





f “ WRAT AAS MArrENEV 
\7 Bill Lawton, a vagabond, mects 
Trina when she’s starving and broke 
ud brings her to live with him in a 
hack settlement on the Hudson River 
long Riverside Drive. Trina falls in 
Jove with Bill, but Bill, careless and 
asual, pays her little attention. In her 
lesire to cook better food for him, 
rina always telis Bill that she would 
ike a stove. Bill meets Bragg, a tough 
nhabitant of the settlement, one day 
hohen he's trying to serve a summons, 
Bill offers to serve it for him and split 
the fee and Braggs agrecs. The proc- 
ss is for Fay La Rue, a Broadway 
tar He cleverly serves her with it 
it his first attempt, where several 
thers failed. With the money he pays 
he “first * installment on @ stove for 
rina.” Fay is interested in Bill, how- 
ver, and stops him one day while 
pre's” ‘doing some street advertising on 
plilts, inviting him to her hotel suite 


wow GO. ON WITH THE STORY 


The next “day, while Trina was 
busy tidying up the little © te 
Bragg came in. -- . 

“Where's Bill?" he asked.’ 

, Trina turned .back to her " gution 
Feet she saw. whotit’ was. Brags 


epelled her terribly.%“Out some= ¢ 


here,” she saidj 

<“Where ?.).& 

I don't know,’ she answered, 
usily engaged in tacking up’ a pair 

f curtains. »* 

Trina couldn't see Bragg’ s glance, 
put she could feel it. g He, always 
ooked at her. that way. He seemed 
mentally to undress her.w 2" 
“If I had a cookie™ like you," he 
went on, “I’d be home all the time. 
The trouble with Bill, he don't ap- 
preciate you.’ Sarcasm crept into 
his tone.**“That’s some man you 
pot yourself, kid.''.<"-- mayer 

Trina went on with her ‘tacking. 
‘Suits me.” .- 

“Yeah. But do you suit him?” . 
That had the desired effect. Trina 
BWung around to face him. tap. “= 
'_"You wouldn't think so," Bragg 












procéss-servers away from’ me.” { 
gave ‘em the air. I'm in the marke 
for a new bodyguard.” 

Bill looked her over carefully an 
minutely. .“You don’t need no body; 
guard. « You look like you can také 
care of yourself, all right.” * 

“I always have. .". She rosé 
from her seat and came over'to thé 
divan where Bill was reclining ang 
curled up close to him. ““It’s rain 
ing—there’s no matinee onaug cased 
you don’t have to be afraid of mé 
Honest, I've got nothing up m 
sleeve.” 

“Nothing TI haven't seen.”* 

Fay edged nearer to him on thé 
divan. » “Listen,” she said, “I figur 
maybe I'm not going to be aroun 
ha that suit against me come 

I got a chance to go to Lon 
done. on ay jer. oe. 

* “London!” snorted Bill disgusted 
ly. A“You,might"as well stay; hom 
‘Italy—that's the place."§ Ever” bee 
to Italy?" i 4 . 
e gNo. & Have Vv ‘Ou? ‘a 

“No, buttI:m | goin’.” he, said, “som 
aye All"they*do™ over, there isjride 
around? intboats an’, ‘play, guitars. 
met a little _Eyetalian “tomato: on 
He pauséd reminiscently.” “Was sh 
‘able! = Ever; since then I've had 
yen to go to Italy.A man could d 
himself good; over, there.” een 
They talkea { Llike . that for som¢ 
time, Fay attracted “to -him . physics 
ally. more. than? any,, way else, Bil 
attracted, to her, because she: seeme 
to under stand, :him’”s so well- Suddenly 
the & girl walked ¢ ba and sat on hig 
a 
= you’ "ro “all. right,” she said.” “f 
like“ you’ better “all the time. You 
grow on me.’ And then ‘she kissed 
him,’ passionately, lingeringly. Aftey 
a few moments Billi d¥vew his lips 
a ay from hers and looked wonders 

ngly at her. <2" =4 
- nr You women get some phoney 
ideas, all right.. v 

“Ret eth & . > Ps 
Ira Durand was a'man of God. H 
was Once a preacher,’ but somethin 
happened that drew him away fro 
the church to{a*vagabond’s; séttle- 
ment‘on the*banks of the” Hudson. 
























“If I had a oma like you,” he went on, “Td be home alt ihe time, 


The trouble with Bill, he don't appreciate you.” 
(Posed by Arthu Hoht and Loretta Foung.)y 


weént on swiftly, “from the, way hé’s 
playin’ you down =crabbin’» how 
skinny you are.” 

“Weill, I am skinny” 

“No, you're not,”’.. There was a 
‘caressing note in Bragg’s voice. 
“Slim, but not skinny. I know,what 
I'm talkin’ about.’ . He drew closer 
ito her. “I remember the first night 
fyou came here-—when*you took a 
jswim off th’ bar ge.< I watched you 
from the dock.” 

“You better not let Bil fira,that 
fout,” she exclaimed, angrily.‘ ‘He's 
got a temper, Bill} has,’ and-he's li- 
lable to* break *¥van “in half—right 
smack in_ half!” 

; “Oh, no,- he wouldnt~ “snterea 
\Brage. “Bill's too busy.”. And’ then 
ihe .went.into a long-winded ‘and 
!venomious speech about Fay_La Rue, 
jhow Bill wouldn't have any more 
ijtime for.Trina now, that he could 
‘have a Broadway’ star. Wouldn't he, 
\Brage,.do as‘well’as Bill? # Trina 
told him_in no uncertain terms just 
jw hat’she thought: of him, that she 
‘believed in Billfand that if’ Bragg 
(was: the. last} man? on} earth‘ she 
wouldn't let him near Her. 

ri “Now_ I don't want "to listen to 
von. anymore!” she flared, z 

“Bragg viewed her with a loath- 
‘some yearning. You looked, fetch- 
ing all right, that night on .the 
barge. ¥ 1 ain't been able to get you 
louta my mind sincé.* Even in my 
sleep I keep dreamin’ about it, over 
an’. over.” He went on slowly. “You 
ain't skinny... You're just slim. an’ 
white, an’ curvy all over.” ‘ 
|. Trina was scared. & She- siae- 
stepped quickly away from him. 
(“Get outa here. Bragg—and stay 
out.” ; 
| Bragg noddéd. ."Sure., Theres” ee 
hurry. ”'*He turned “and~ left the 
shack, ~ leavins 4 Trina‘ white . and 
shaken? ¥ x 

Meanwhiil¢, over_0n the other side 
‘of the town, Bill was relaxed in Fay 
‘La Rue’s luxurious sitting room in 
the : exclusive 4 Towers * Hotel. A 
‘taboret near. him” contained a‘selec- 
ition of choice liqueurs “and cigars, 
The actress sat nearby. # She was 
‘discovering that Bill* was ne, _the 
‘susceptible type 
|« “What's the’ party fors* ne was 
pray . 


Fay lewnew-corwura.; "10 Bet ac- 
quainted.”’.» She- waited until the 
smoke cleared away from between 
them, and then continued: “You 
showed up those three little Faunt- 





leroys that were supposed to keep} 


~~ o- 


No one knew—and his | presen 
neighbors didn’t care. « Heewas 
quiet man, dividing his daylight 
hours between’ his Bible and -hi 
carefully nurtured flower ga¥Fden { 
front of his shack, which he*share 
with Flossie. © At night he was 
night .watchman!in a toy factory. * 

Bill walked) up, to Ira. ane da 
soon after he first visited; Fay’ i 
her suite:’ Ira was gently waterin 
his garden. ja-*%s ea: i 

Bill stood over * hime rik ; Faiched 
him’ for, a few, moments, and then 
said, “How're you doin’*1ta?” 

.“Comin’ along,” \said the amateus 

gardener, bending down ‘to extrac 
some weeds. “Dang weeds!. Grow 
s'fast as you can’ pull 'em up: * 4 

“That’s.a a@yin’ lookin’ . layout," 
said Bill critically, “if I ever saw 
one.” . \ 

Ira_ straightened up.%“You gotta 
give ‘em time to come Up. Sahat 
no special hurry.” © = 

“What kind of dingus do you call 
that one there,” asked Bill, pointing; 

“that tired looking one, I mean.” 

“Huh? That one? That's a hare¢ 
bell. They’re all harebell.”, 

“Give’ya a dime for it.” 

Ira shook his head, . “*Druther 
keep it, if you don't mind, Bill. I'd 
just as soon wait till they come up 
a little stronger.” Then you can have 
all you want... 

Flossie lurched out of ‘the shack, 
blinking in the strong afternoon sun! 
She looked owlishly atthe two _ 
and then barged-away. 

Bill grinned. . “If this sort o’ igs 
keeps up, Ira, you'll bave the neigh 
bors talkin’.’ 

“Let ‘em ‘talk,”, anid. the ad 
haired man. “The more time Flossie 
spends in my shack, the less tima 
she has to get in trouble.“ And the 
more she drinks o’. that dandelio 
wine o’ mine, the less gin she’l 
drink.” 4%452 37.82 

Bill shook his head ‘wonderingly; 
“You got weird ideas . of ‘reform 
What's the use of tryin’. to make a 
penknife out've a battieaxe? Sounds 
kinda foolish to me."./-=-. 

Ira smiled and quoted the Bible) 
explaining his. credo. «That's in | the 
Gideon Bible you got’ me, son,” he 
smiled. *““Wait—I'll show it to you.” 
Hé entered the little shack to fin 
the Holy Book.“ As soon as he d 
so, Bill quickly bent down and 
plucked one of the harebells an 
slipped it into his shirt. * ~— 


(TO BE CONTINUED) 
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VIEWED AS MENACE TO CITY’S 
> LIGHT PLANT: ASK PROBE OF 
WORK BY “OUTSIDE INTERESTS” 


(Continued from page one) Peouncil on November 17 adopted a 





is produced ‘with Icwa coal.” 
‘| Public. Ownership League 

The Iowa Public Ownership 
League is strongly opposed to the 
scheme and in a letter to all 
members of the General Assem- 
bly, J. H. Allen, president of the 
league declared: 

The Federal Construction Com- 
pany of Muscatine, Iowa (a, pri- 
vate power corporation commonly 
known as the Moscow Power pro- 
ject) is about to or has introduc- 
ed qa bill at this special session 
providing for the repeal of that 
portion-of the General Law desig- 
nated as Section 7771 of the 1931 
Code of Iowa. 

This repeal statute, if adopted 
by the Legislature, will in. fact 
amount to a grant of the waters 
of the Cedar River to said private 
power corporation for private ex- 
ploitation purposes, and will ex- 
pose every other stream in Iowa 
to the ravages of private exploi- 
tation. Es 

The issue of delivering our 
water power sites to the private 
power corporations or keeping 
them for public development was 
fully and fairly presented to the 
people of Iowa in the candidacy 
pf Franklin D. Roosevelt, and his 
fleclaration of principles won an 
pverwhelming yote of approval in 
Iowa. 

We especially desire to call to 
the attention of the Democratic 
members of the General Assem- 
bly the fact that this proposed re- 
peal and grant would be in direct 
violation of the pledges made to 
the people of Iowa in the Demo- 
tratic National and State Plat- 
forms. 

The Democratic National Plat- 
form pledges: 

“We advocate x x x The Con- 
tervation, development and use 
of the nation’s water power in the 
public interest.” 

“The removal of government 
from all fields of private enter- 
prise, except where necessary to 
deyelop public works and natural 
resources in the common inter- 

The Democratic State Platform 
endorses in toto the Democratic 
National Platform. 

The President of the United 
Siates in interpreting the pledges 
and policy of the Democratic 
Party is quoted as follows: 

“Mr. Roosevelt holds that it is 
a fundamental principle that the 
Water Power of the State should 
belong to the people; that the 
title should rest forever with them 
and that no Commission or the 
Legislature itself has the right to 
give for any consideration what- 
soever, a single kilowatt in virtual 
perpetuity to any person; that it 
is the duty of the Legislature to 
see that the Water Power, belong- 
ing to the people is transferred in- 
tc energy and delivered to them 
ai the lowest possible cost.” 

See Campaign Hand Book of 
the Democratic Party for the year 
1932 at page 86. 

ARE YOU GOING TO REPUD- 
IATE THESE PLEDGES AFTER 
THEY HAVE BEEN SUB- 
MITTED, AND APPROVED BY 
THE PEOPLE OF IOWA AT A 
GENERAL REFERENDUM OR 
ELECTION? 

ARE YOU DEMOCRATIC 
MEMBERS GOING TO REPUD- 
TATE YOUR PARTY PLEDGES, 

OUR PARTY HONOR, AND 

OUR PARTY LEADERS TO AC- 


“COMMODATE A PRIVATE 


POWER CORPORATION? 

WE CAN NOT BELIEVE SO! 
Signed) 
| IOWA PUBLIC OWNERSHIP 
: LEAGUE. 

By J. H. Allen, 
Its President. 

At Columbus Junction business 
men and public officials almost 
‘unanimously condemned the pro- 
dect. The Columbus Junction 





resolution opposing the project as 
proposed. The Saturday folléw- 
ing the meeting, however, Senator 
Hicklin at a called meeting of the 
council presented a proposition 
whereby the development would 
supply electric current to “the 
towns of Wapello and Columbus 
Junction at 9-10 of a cent per 
kilowatt. i 

This led to the call of a public 
meeting at the Columbus Junetion 
town hall Monday, Nov. 20, which 
was attended by 25 or more lgeal 
business men. At this meeting J. 
B. Hawkins of Wapello presented 
arguments against the proposed 
dam, some of which were its fail- 
ure to provide for flood control, 
its rating by the U. S. government 
as a Class B project, the danger 
arising from the type of dam pro- 
posed, the effect on the local 
Iowa river of the diversion of the 
Cedar river and the unbusiness 
like program of offering to sell 
current at a stated price before 
the dam was built or any definite 
idea could be formed of the ac- 
tual cost of the current which it 
was proposed to sell. Following 
his talk and some discussion the 
group voted 14 to 7 to endorse the 
action of the council. A second 
motion favoring the purchase of 
current providing the dam was 
built, was lost. 

Immediately at the close of the 
meeting which was presided over 
by Mayor McWilliams of Colum- 
bus Junction the town council 
went into session and adopted the 
following resolution: 

“That this council go on record 
as being opposed to the Moscow 
Dam Project, providing that it in 
any way damages Columbus 
Junction.” 

Discussing the proposition last 
week, the Columbus Junction Ga- 
zette stated: i 

“One of the arguments against 
the project is the argument ‘that 
by diverting the Cedar river most 
of the year the river bed would 
soon fill up and in time of flood 
the damage would be much great- 
er than it is now. It should be 
remembered the promoters of: the 
dam plan to use only a_ certain 
amount of water and in flood time 
the excess water would ALL be 
sent down the former channel. 

“Another argument against the 
proposed dam is its ever present 
danger to the valley below. It is 
proposed to construct a dam 35 
feet high, in the Cedar Valley 
near Moscow which would form a 
large lake to be about 17 miles 
long. This dam, so it is said 
would consist of 1500 feet of mas- 
onry and the remainder would be 
built of earth. 

“Some of the arguments for the 
construction of the dam are that 
it would provide employment, 
which at this present time, is 
rather a strong argument, another 
is cheap current, but figures avail- 
able at this time, indicate electric- 
ity can still be produced cheaper 
by coal than by water power con- 
sidering the initial cost.” . 

Public sentiment at Wapello is 
also against the Dam plan, accord- 
ing to the Wapello Republican 
which recently printed the follow- 
ing editorial: 

“We have at hand a copy of 
Senate File 25, commonly known 
as the Moscow dam bill, which 
was introduced in the senate for 
the special session Monday, No- 
vember 13, by Senator E. R. Hick- 
lin. 

“The bill provides for an 
amendment to Section 7771 of 
th e Code of Iowa. providing for the 
aversion of water from one non- 
navigable or meandered stream to 
any stream into which it would 
eventually flow, which would le- 
galize the diversion of the Cedar 
river at Moscow into the Missis- 
sippi at a point north of Musca- 





tine as provided for in the Mos- 
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cow dam project. ‘ 

“The bill further provides that 
the state may follow legal pro- 
ceedure to obtain the property by 
condemnation as soon as the pro- 
ject is completed, and provides 
that after 20 years the state or 
any of its subdivisions may fol- 
low a prescribed process in obtain- 
ing the property which includes 
the original cost of obtaining in- 
terests in real property, the fi- 
nancing and promotion costs and 
original actual expenditures for 
improvements, 

It is clear that insofar as_ the 
general public is concerned the 
Moscow dam project cannot be 
considered otherwise than a 
money-making scheme for a group 
of private promoters who have se- 
cured by farm foreclosures and 
barter for riparian rights over a 
limited area, a property which 
they wish to convert into money 
at public expense. The. water 
they seek to use wholly to their 
own advantage and for their own 
selfish purposes is the property of 
the people of the state of Iowa, 
The taking of whatever water they 
wish to divert to their private 
uses is depriving the people of the 
use of that water in the natural 
stream-bed, defining their act of 
diversion as seizure, exploitgtion 
and plundering of public pr # erty 
for private gain. The atti‘@u.e of 
these private promoters toward 
the public and this public property 
is inspired by the same degree of 
selfishness and greed as prompted 
certain nationally known individ- 
uals to perpetrate the Teapot 
Dome crime, which was an. at- 
tempt to seize public-owned oil 
lands. The people are opposed tc 
that kind of business, or we don’t 
know American citizens and what 
they stand for. 

“Insofar as the people residing 
below the dam site are concerned 
they stand to lose more than they 
can ever hope to gain. They are 
subjected to the risk of utter de- 
struction of property without re- 
course unless they remonstrate 
against the construction of the 
dam. 

“The act of the Moscow power 
dam crowd in reducing the flow- 
off capacity of their diversion 
canal from 5000 cubic feet per 
second positively. proves that they 
are scheming for a_ successful 
power project and are not at all 
concerned in flood relief for the 
landowners residing below’ the 
dam. The comparison that ex- 
poses their trickery is found in 
the fact that they induced land- 
owners in the river bottom around 
Wapello to support their dam pro- 
ject by claiming’ that their canal 
would carry off 9000 cubic feet of 
water per second and that it 
would hold back some water at 
flood stage. However, it was dis- 
covered later that their own maps 
showed the intention of using on- 
ly 5000 cubic feet of water per 
second or just about half of what 
they claimed, Now, to show their 
good faith and good intention to- 
ward the flood-threatened farm- 
ers they have reduced the capac- 
ity of the canal to 2100 cubic feet 
per second, a further reduction in 
the saving of flood waters of 58 
per cent. It is obvious why they 
make no claim now that they can 
show flood relief in their plans. 

The other extreme effect of di- 
verting the water from the na- 
tural stream bed is shown in the 
government records fixing the 
average amount of water flowing 
in the river during each year. This 
record shows that at Moscow the 
river will furnish the same 
amount of water the Moscow 
canal will divert—2100 c. f. s— 
only 50 per cent of the time which 
means that half of each year, on 
an average, the Moscow dam will 
take all of the water out of the 
Cedar River. This will create the 
filling in and formation of ob- 
structions in the stream bed, the 
formation of stagnant pools 
creating sludge beds of sewage, 
and in fact every detriment previ- 
ously predicted will be created to 
the injury and loss and inconven- 
ience of the residents of the river 





valley and the people who enjoy 
the use of it. 
“The ultimate destruction 





of ;old channel will build up the bed 
“SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE FREE PRESS” 


the 53 miles of river and adja- 
cent groups of lakes (about 20 in 
number) caused by diverting all 
the water 50 per cent of the time 
from 22 miles of streambed and 
60 per cent of the water from the 
remaining distance is too great a 
loss for the public to concede. 


“The positive necessity of Wa- 
pello to construct a $60,000 sewage 
disposal plant as an absolute re- 
sult of the diversion is a greater 
expense than this city can bear. 

“Every landowner in the river 
valley should protest and demon- 
strate against this project so that 
they will be qualified to claim 
payment for the damages which 
will accrue, most of which cannot 
be compensated for if this project 
is even sanctioned and built.” 

A. Claire Dewey, vice president 
of the Will H. Dilg Conservation 
League of Iowa is another strong 
opponent of the power scheme. 
He charges that the project ‘will 
put money into the pockets of the 
promoters at the expense of the 
people of the state of Iowa, as the 
waters of the state belong to the 
people.” 

“Do the-citizens of this state 
realize’ what the construction of 
the Moscow dam near the town of 
Moscow on the Cedar river will 
mean?” Mr. Dewey asks in an 
open statement. 

“The object of this Moscow dam 
project is personal gain to a few 
at the expense of the many. They 
propose to divert approximately 
53 miles of the beautiful, scenic 
Cedar river, at a point about seven 
miles below Moscow, into a canal 
12 miles long flowing into the 
Mississippi at a point about two 
miles above the city of Muscatine. 

One Report 
-“The late Floyd A. Nagler, who 
was professor of hydraulic en- 
gineering at the University of 
Iowa and who was employed as 
United States government senior 
engineer in making their survey 
and report on the Iowa river wa- 
tersheds, declared in the conelu- 
sions on this survey that the de- 
velopment ;.of a hydro-electric 
power plant on the Cedar river 
would be uneconomic. } 

“The repert states, “It is the| 
opinion of he district engineer 
that it is not now economic to 
construct any works except four 
small power developments on the 
Cedar river privately-owned sites” 
and on page 87 of this report lists 
the Moscow water power develop- 
ment as nineteenth in order of 
importance, 

Loss to Labor 

“The proponents claim that this 
will provide labor for many people 
during the, two years of contem- 
plated construction. I agree that 
this will temporarily do so—how- 
ever, at a tremendous cost to la- 
bor eventually. 

“This power project will not 
burn a pound of Iowa coal, neither 
will it use. the railroads and 
trucks to haul same. This will 
mean the doing away with much 
labor in our coal mines, affect the 
mine owners, trucking, loading 





and unloading freight cars and! 
the transportation of coal. 
“Is there any one suffering | f 


from the lack of power and light: 


as far as the supply is concerned? | f; 


No. The already established plants | 
cannot seli their maximum | 
amount of production. 
A Dam Menace —- | 
“This dam will create a menace | 
every 24 hours of the day due to! 
the possibility of its going out, | 
which hes occurred with other 
dams, causing a great loss of hfe 
and property. | 
“The proponents play up the 
flood control angle but guarantee 
nothing in the bill. They claimed 
the water in almost its entirety 
will enly be deflected approxi- 
mately 63 days out of the year, 
but the government’ engineers 
claimed that the river would be 
deflected 290 days of the year. 
“What will be occurring in and 
along the old river bed during the 
dry period? Many forms of plant 
life, especialiy willows, will start 
growing. Sedimentation, filling in 
both from rain erosion, pouring 
inte this bed, and silt in the water 
when it is turned back into the 





of the stream. 
Flood Dangers 

“When their proposed reservoir 
of 11,000 acres of water is filled 
and a flood comes, will they run 
this excess water through their 
canal and ruin their equipment, 
or will they turn it back in the 
old channel? 

“It will go down the eld river 
bed, and building up-the silt and 
debris in the bed of the stream, 
will force the flood waters to 
widen over the farm lands, with 
the possibility of cutting a new 
channel. 

“During the dry condition of the 
old river. bed, all forms of water 
life will be trapped, a prey to man, 
animals and birds, stagnant pools 
of water, breeding places for ma- 
larial mosquitoes and mormon 
flies. The habitat of some of our 
birds and“fur bearing animals will 
be destroye ; 

Keokuk Example 

“When the Keokuk dam was 
being sponsored, the claim was 
made that it would increase busi-~ 
ness prosperity but it did this only 
temporarily. . 

“This is the argument univer- 
sally used to support every weak 
or doubtful proposition and was 
used in the Rice lake drainage 
scheme, No. 13 Muscatine island, 
and the Green Bay bottoms below 
Burlington, but all these projects 
have been dismal failures, result- 
ing in bankruptcy and loss all 
along the line, including the de- 
struction of natural areas of great 
value. 

“This bill, in the forty-fourth 
general assembly, was passed by 
a bare constitutional majority in 
the senate but was defeated in the 
house by a vote of 74 to 28. Do the 
people of Iowa wish to face the 
possibility of losing this stream 
and others?” 
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BROWN’S DAIRY — Guaranteed 


fresh, pure milk and cream deliv- 
ered daily. Phone 1943-4. 


FOR SALE—Due Bill at one of 
St. Louis’ best hotels. Will sacri- 
fice for cash. Write Y, care Mid- 
west’ Free Press. 








USED MACHINES: 1 rebuilt 
Farmall Tractor; 1 I.H.C. 8-16 
Tractor; 1 Fordson Tractor; 1 In- 
ternational Panel Truck; 1 In- 
ternational Farm Truck; 1 1927 
Buick Sedan. Muséatine Imple- 
ment Co. = 





International 


LIVE STOCK 
SHOW 


CHICAGO 


Only 1 CENT a Mile 


In Coaches 
Tickets on sale Dec. 3 and 4 
—limited for return within 
five days from date of sale. 


TWO CENTS a Mile 
~for round trip tickets goed 

in all classes of equipment. 

Go Nov. 30 to Dec. 3—return 

Dec. 14 or earlier—or 

Go Dec. 4 to 9—return with- 

in 10 days. 


EXPOSITION DATES 


DECEMBER 2 to 9 


For further details apply to 
E. Ferguson, Agent 
Muscatine, Iowa 
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